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Message from the President
Greetings Colleagues,
I hope your year is off to a great start! As I stated on opening day, it is crucial for every STA member to get
involved in our union in some way. We must all put the days of passive unionism behind us. Public education
and our profession continue to be under attack. While we have fought off many of these attacks through our
collective strength over the last several years, please know that those who want to privatize our public education
system are well funded and determined. Since there are billions of dollars at stake, their efforts will continue. So,
I am asking you to attend one of the many events we have planned this year. Use the NYSUT MAC APP to
advocate for our students and profession. Get directly involved in the governance of our association.
There is an issue that I want you to be aware of in Spencerport. As more and more parents refuse to have their
children vaccinated, we have seen an up tic in cases of measles, chicken pox etc. This puts us, and our students,
at risk of being exposed. This is what we have learned since tackling this issue:
1. Starting this school year, every child in NYS must have proof that they have been vaccinated (unless they
have a legitimate waiver) or they cannot attend school past September 15. It is also important to note that
New York State recently eliminated the religious exemption that many parents used to avoid having their
children immunized. However, although it is very difficult to obtain, parents can still seek a medical
waiver to avoid the immunization process and send their children to school;
2. While non-vaccinated students may no longer attend school, we may still be required to provide the
services that are required in an IEP. NYSUT Legal is currently reviewing this matter. This has led to
several of our service providers needing to see their doctors to make sure it is safe to work with these
students. Much to our dismay, several service providers found out that, even though they were immunized
as children, they didn’t have the required antibodies to protect themselves and needed booster shots;
3. Although you were vaccinated in the past, it does not mean that you are protected now. A simple blood
test by your doctor can determine whether you need a booster shot to protect you. A follow up blood test
several weeks after the booster shot will determine if you have the required antibodies to protect you.
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Therefore, I would encourage you to speak with your doctor about this issue and take the necessary steps to make
sure you are protected.
In Solidarity,
John
John Kozlowski, President

PAC Chair Message
As I stated on opening day, the STA and the district will begin negotiations this year to negotiate a successor
agreement to our current contract, which expires on June 30, 2020.
Your Professional Advancement Team (PAC) is made up of the following members: Sue Chatterton, Danielle
Blossom, Stacey Lonardo, Laurie Palmateer, Rob Allen, Jackie Lanpher, John Kozlowski, and me, along with
our NYSUT Labor Relations Specialist, Steve Monks.
We have begun meeting to discuss our plan for negotiations. These members will be putting in many long hours
and do an excellent job of representing each building. You can participate in the process by filling out surveys,
providing feedback and staying up to date by reading updates and coming to STA meetings. In the past, our
strength has come from our unity; that remains true.
I thank you in advance for all of your support and unity as we move through this process.
In Solidarity,
Joe
Joe DiTucci, First Vice President & Professional Advancement Committee Chair

Membership Update
My name is Rob Allen, and I’m the new Second Vice President of the STA. My duties include signing up new
members and coordinating with NYSUT to make sure they have the correct information about all of our
membership.
If you have questions about some of the benefits that come with being a member of NYSUT, including
discounted rates when purchasing insurance through MetLife and when shopping for appliances through the
Buyer’s Edge program, email me and I’ll provide more information to you.
Also, as LAP coordinator, I help support our charitable events such as our book giveaways and charity walks. If
you have a charity that you’re passionate about, email me at rallen@spencerportschools.org and we can work
together to see how the STA could support it. Again, email me if you have any questions, and have a great
school year!
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Welcome,
New Members!
Megan Farrell
Hometown: Penfield, NY
College: SUNY Geneseo
Position: High School Science
Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I enjoy helping others
succeed!
What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is
there anything unique you would like to share?
I was a member of my college's track and field team
and I will be the modified cross country coach this
year at Spencerport. I am looking forward to the
beginning of the school year!
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Anita Miller
Hometown: Albion, NY
College: Elmira & Roberts Wesleyan
Position: Cosgrove, 6th Grade Social Studies

Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I chose to become a teacher because I enjoy learning and love to
share that passion with students as they learn new things.
What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is there
anything unique you would like to share?
I enjoy being in my garden: planting, weeding, and harvesting. I
like to arrange bouquets from the flowers that are growing around
my house. I enjoy being active and taking my families on hikes. I
can sew and refinish furniture. My all time favorite hobby is
reading and being in a book club. My favorite book this year has
been Educated, by Tara Westover.

Kalena Myers
Hometown: Gates, NY
College: SUNY Brockport
Position: High School Reading
Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I've been wanting to teach since 2nd grade, when a teacher I
had inspired me. Throughout my childhood, I continuously
had teacher role models that made me want to become a
teacher myself. Teachers create more teachers.
What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is there
anything unique you would like to share?
When I'm not in teacher mode, I love reading, writing, and
drawing. In another life I was going to be an animator, but
my love for teaching prevailed.
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Jody Otabara
Hometown: Syracuse, NY
College: Roberts Wesleyan & Syracuse University
Position: Cosgrove, ESOL
Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I've always had a love for
learning. I wanted to share that with students and
hopefully instill that love for learning in them.
What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is
there anything unique you would like to share?
I am an amateur calligrapher. I do wedding signs,
invitations, etc. as a side job. I love all things crafty!
I'm putting some of those skills to use for my
wedding on August 1, 2020!

Heather Pahuta
Hometown: Batavia, NY
College: SUNY Fredonia
Position: High School, Earth Science

Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I've always had a passion for science and I enjoy
helping others. I want to make a positive impact with
the students I work with and in the community.
What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is
there anything unique you would like to share?
My family and I love to go camping and exploring
new places.
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Mary Lou Patnaude
Hometown: Saratoga, NY
College: Alfred University & Nazareth College
Position: High School, Art
Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I chose to become a teacher because it matters. I believe that
teaching in any capacity is one of the most important things
we can do for each other, and for ourselves. On top of being
able to make an immediate impact in someone’s life,
teaching provides the ability to build and extend a
connection for years after the “class” has ended. Constantly
changing, adapting, and growing, the teacher’s role stretches
far beyond the classroom. The life lessons, skills, and
relationships built through this relationship impact teachers
and students everyday and I cannot think of a more
rewarding job!

What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is there anything unique you would like to share?
I enjoy spending time with my friends and family, playing volleyball, going to the movies, and making art.
Pictured here is me at the Rochester Auditorium Theatre seeing Hamilton. A dream of mine!

Gillian Pompili
Hometown: Greenwood, NY
College: Houghton College & Roberts Wesleyan
Position: Cosgrove & Taylor, Music
Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I was inspired to become a teacher by my 3rd grade teacher
who was also my piano instructor. She used music in her
classroom to make learning fun and interesting. She was
always pushing us to be creative and to perform. I have always
had a passion for music and helping others. What better thing
to do than to become a music teacher!
What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is there
anything unique you would like to share?
I enjoy being outside in nature, taking walks, working in my
garden, or playing with my twin boys. I'm also an avid baker
and enjoy doing DIY projects in my home.
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Sandra Shannon
Hometown: Spencerport
College: SUNY Geneseo
Position: Taylor, Kindergarten
Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I chose to become a teacher because I wanted to be a
light in a child’s life. I want school to be a place
children look forward to each day, where they know
they are safe and loved.
What are your hobbies or outside interests, or is
there anything unique you would like to share?
I live with my husband Mark, our nine month old
son, Henry, and our stubborn airedale terrier named
Vinny!

The STA also welcomes
Erin Holley (Munn, Special Education),
Kathrine Okeen (Art),
Jillian Stoessel (Munn, Special Education)
and Holly Yousey (Canal View, Special Education).
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On Wednesdays, don’t forget to go
Red for Public Ed!
Rob Allen & Liz Roth are currently
working on a new red apparel sale
to raise money for our book giveaways. Stay tuned for details!
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Celebrations
Congratulations to Jenn Ott! Her son, Trevor, was recently engaged, and she bought a new house!
Jenn is a Special Education teacher at Bernabi.

On August 2nd, Nicole Marino
married Michael Shaw.
Their wedding was held at Casa Larga Vineyards.
Nicole Shaw teaches ELL at Cosgrove.
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Kristin Bruer was recently engaged to Austin Herberger.
Kristin shared, “I was quite surprised when my boyfriend, Austin Heberger, became my fiance! We were
geocaching, one of our favorite outdoor pastimes, at Ellison Park when he led me on a hunt for a cache he
had previously hidden in the park. When I found the cache and opened it up, there was the proposal!”
Kristin teaches 3rd grade at Taylor. Austin is an accountant for The Bonadio Group.

Gretchen Breon’s daughter-in-law, Erin Emory,
recently passed the Bar Exam in Minnesota.
Gretchen teaches 6th grade ELA at Cosgrove.
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Judy Taylor’s son, Ryan Taylor, won his second
Emmy Award in September for Outstanding
Picture Editing for a Structured or Competition
Reality Program. He is an editor for the Netflix
program “Queer Eye.” Judy is a Reading TA at
Taylor.

Abigail Van Vleck and Brandon Davis were
married at Genesee Country Village and Museum
on September 8, 2019. Abby is the daughter of
Dan (Cosgrove Special Education teacher) &
Patricia Van Vleck. Abby & Brandon are both
graduates of Grove City College in Pennsylvania.
Abby recently graduated from an accelerated
second degree Nursing program at the University
of Pittsburgh, with her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing. Abby & Brandon honeymooned in the
Adirondacks. Brandon is the Elementary
Christian Education Coordinator at Memorial Park
Evangelical Presbyterian Church In Allison Park,
PA. Abby will be taking her Nursing Boards in
October, and is employed as a Nurse at Penn West
Hospital, on a cardiac step-down unit. They will
be living in the Pittsburgh, PA vicinity.
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As you celebrate milestones and achievements in your personal life,
send a quick email to one of these STA members so your happy news can be shared with
your colleagues in the next issue of the STA Newsletter!
Bernabi- Bri Eason
Canal View- Sue Chatterton
Munn- Stacy Lonardo
Taylor- Danielle Blossom
Cosgrove- Frank Cafarella
High School- Jackie Lanpher

STA Calendar of Events
June 19th – STA New Teacher Ice Cream Social at VICs
October 20th – Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk
October 17th – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
November 21st – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
November TBD – Food Link Coat and Hat Drive
December 1st – Christmas on the Canal Book Give-Away
December 13th – STA Book Give-Away Event, 200 Crerand Circle, 4:00 PM
December 19th – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
January 16th – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
January TBD – Retirement Seminar
February 13th – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
February TBD – Polar Plunge for the Special Olympics
March 19th – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
March TBD – STA Basketball Game Fundraiser
April 16th – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
May 21st – Executive Council Meeting, Cosgrove, Room 626, 4:00 PM
June 4th – Fireman’s Carnival Kiddie Parade/Book Give-Away
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Our newsletter includes this infographic each issue to remind members about the organized attack to deprofessionalize
public education across the country and how we can take action.

October 2017 SUNY
Regulation allowing some of
the state’s largest charter
chains to “certify” their own
teachers in 5 weeks

An excellent resource to stay informed and to get involved is NYSUT’s Member Action Center.
https://mac.nysut.org/. You can sign up to get action alerts sent to your cell phone each Tuesday. When
calling lawmakers or members of the Board of Regents to advovate for our profession, consider using
these talking points:
 Oppose vouchers, and ask for your lawmaker’s position
 Oppose charter expansion/lifting the charter cap/increasing funding for charter schools, and ask for your
lawmaker’s opinion
 State your support of strong unions for a healthy middle class, and ask for your lawmaker’s opinion on
right-to-work legislation
 Call to inform your lawmaker that you are a constituent who supports public education; that you believe
charter schools and vouchers are an unsustainable drain on resources meant for real public schools
 Tell your lawmakers to address the root cause of achievement gaps between districts: poverty
 Contact members of the Board of Regents and share issues/topics that you believe should be their focus
and priority
 Oppose the October 2017 SUNY Charter Regulations allowing certain charter schools—some of
the state’s largest chains—from certifying their own “teachers” in five weeks of training.
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STA Leadership, 2019-2020
Officers
John Kozlowski, President*
Joe DiTucci, 1st Vice President*
Rob Allen, 2nd Vice President*
Joe DiTucci, PAC Chair*
Jacquelyn Lanpher, Secretary*
Cheri Hall, Treasurer*
Nurses’ Representative*
Kelly Cave

Bernabi Building Reps*
Bri Eason*
Jennifer Ott*

Canal View Building Reps*
Sue Chatterton*
Laura Gannon*

Cosgrove Building Reps*
Janeen Henry
Suellan Morton
Pam Robinson
Teresa Trujillo

Wilson Building Reps*
Kristin Cocchiara
Bridgette Hermann
Becky DiNatale
Steve Kelley
Amanda Van Huben

Teaching Assistant President*

Munn Building Reps
Matt Fink
Scott Schwind
Taylor Building Reps*
Danielle Blossom
Kenneth Rhodes

NYSUT At-Large Delegate*
Laurie Palmateer

Social Media Coordinator^
Gretchen Breon

LAP Coordinator^
Rob Allen

Webmaster^
Bryan Swanson

Political Action Coordinator^
Emmy Thevanesan

Newsletter Editor^
Emmy Thevanesan

PAC Representatives
Laurie Palmeteer, Bernabi
Sue Chatterton, Canal View
Stacy Lonardo, Munn
Danielle Blossom, Taylor
Rob Allen, Cosgrove
Jacquelyn Lanpher, Wilson

BPT Representatives
Laurie Scutella, Bernabi
Sue Chatterton, Canal View
Stacy Lonardo, Munn
Danielle Blossom, Taylor
Emmy Thevanesan, Cosgrove
Kristin Cocchiara, Wilson

*Denotes this position has a vote on Executive Council
^Denotes position is an Executive Council appointment
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