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Message from the President 

Dear Colleagues,  

When I first started teaching in the district in the fall of 1994, the relationship between the district and the STA 

was tense. It was more of an us versus them mentality. After learning of the history of the relationship, I 

understood why it was that way. There were many teachers left from the strike days of the 1970’s when things 

were very strained. I heard stories of teachers meeting at each other’s houses to strategize and share meals to try 

and conserve money because they were not being paid during the strike. There was also friction between members 

due to some members crossing the picket line. One story told of a striking teacher screaming, jumping on and 

denting the hood of a car of a teacher who crossed the line. I was told that those teachers did not speak for the rest 

of their careers. Early in my career, there was not much trust between the district and the STA. 

Then along came Leslie Stein.  

It was evident early in her tenure as president that she 

wanted to change the relationship, turning it into a 

collaborative relationship where, by working 

together, we could get much more accomplished. 

She forged relationships with district leadership. To 

most of us, this was shown in her relationship with 

Dr. Bernadette Skobjak. At conference days, they 

would present together, and their skits always 

brought laughter. This bond lasted long after both 

Leslie and Dr. Skobjak retired. Behind closed doors, 

she was also working hard on relationships with the 

rest of district leadership.   
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Unfortunately, Leslie passed away on September 28th, 2020. Earlier today (Sunday October 4th), there was a 

virtual remembrance for Leslie. It was one of the most moving memorials I have ever attended. The rabbi began 

with a Jewish service, and then Mark Fish and Matt Fink gave wonderful speeches about the influence that Leslie 

had on them. After a video slide show, anyone who wanted to talk was able to. It was incredible the number of 

people who spoke. Family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, union leaders and others spoke about how meeting 

Leslie and having a relationship with her had profound impacts on their lives. My predecessor, John Kozlowski, 

gave a truly moving remembrance. He spoke about how the work that Leslie did with changing the culture of the 

relationship benefitted not only the members of the STA, the district, but most importantly, the students and 

families of Spencerport. Leslie was truly an inspirational person.  

On behalf of the members of the STA, our sincere condolences and sympathies are with Leslie’s family and 

friends at this time. 

 

As I write this, we have completed our first month of the school year. To say it has been challenging is an 

understatement. This new model is hard and time consuming. I was speaking with a teacher the other day who 

remarked, “We are working in a building of all first year teachers.” Unfortunately, many of us don’t have the 

same amount of stamina and energy that we had many years ago when we truly were first year teachers.  

As has been stated before, the leadership team of the STA has been engaged in weekly meetings with the district. 

We have also had meetings with various members and the district to share concerns with the current model. While 

I believe the district hears our concerns, change is occurring slowly. It has been difficult changing a plan once it 

has been put in place. We have meetings scheduled, and we will continue to advocate. 

On November 3, all 435 seats in the House of Representatives, 35 seats in the Senate and the office of the President 

of the United States will be contested. I encourage everyone to exercise their right to vote. NYSUT has gone 

through their process of selecting candidates to endorse. This always brings up many questions about why and 

how the endorsements are made. These endorsements are primarily determined on how the candidate views Public 

Education. While this certainly is not the only issue that should be considered when deciding on who to vote for, 

I hope that you at least consider this in your decision. To get information on who NYSUT endorsed, please follow 

one of the links below: 

Who did we endorse for each office? Here is a link to our digital voter guide, which has been 

mailed out to our membership statewide: https://www.nysut.org/resources/special-resources-

sites/voter-guide 

Who did we endorse for each office in the district I live-in? Or work-in? Enter your home 

address to find the NYSUT Endorsed candidate for your home district or the district where your 

school and district are located. Here is the link: https://mac.nysut.org/find-endorsed-

candidates-in-my-district 

Please print out the list and bring it with you to the polls!  
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We have recently become aware of an issue with regards to some coaches and their longevity increments. I 

encourage you to check your stipend payments and make sure that you have received your longevity bumps as 

outlined in our contract in Section 32.C.3.a, which states: 

3. Longevity Increment  

A coaching longevity increment will be paid to coaches who have been coaching the same sport for 

Spencerport Central Schools, as follows:  

a. A longevity increment equal to 3% of the current year’s stipend will be added to the coach’s 

base salary upon completion of 14, 19, 24, 29 years of coaching the same sport. (similar to unit 

member longevity, Article 25).  

b. This longevity increment will be added to the coaches’ base coaching stipend on a onetime 

basis at the year stated.  

Same sport is defined as the same sport without regard to level. Example: 10 years as JV girls basketball and 

four years as Varsity girls basketball is 14 years’ experience coaching basketball. 

One of the things we were able to negotiate with the district was the use of time on Wednesdays. The general 

outline is 2.5 hours of synchronous instruction/asynchronous instruction/office hours, 1.5 hours of 

Meetings/PD/Staff Wellness, and 3 hours of planning time. That planning time is yours, and no meetings should 

be scheduled during that time. It is important that the time be used for professional responsibilities.   

Please continue to reach out with suggestions on how we can make things better. 

In Solidarity, 

Joe 

STA President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Teacher Luncheon 

On September 2nd, we hosted our yearly STA New Teacher Luncheon. This year, due to COVID 

restrictions, we served boxed lunches from DiBella’s, sat at separate tables, and limited how many 

STA members could attend. In spite of these restrictions, it was still a smashing success. Joe 

DiTucci, Stacy Londardo, and I ran the luncheon, and every eligible teacher present signed up for 

the union. So far this year, we have added 19 new teachers, TAs and nurses to our ranks. Please 

support our new members as we work through this incredibly challenging time. 

In Solidarity, 

Rob Allen, STA Second Vice President/PAC Co-Chair 

 

Rob Allen, STA 2nd Vice President/PAC Co-Chair 

 

 



4 
 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 

 

 

Unfortunately, there will not be a 5k at Frontier Field this year, so I came up 

with the idea of a virtual 5k that we can all complete anytime this month! 

 

Love the idea, then lace up your sneakers! Grab your family, complete 3.1 

miles and send me a picture.   

 

Don't want to map out a 5k in your neighborhood, join me in my 

neighborhood! I live by Munn Elementary School. I will complete the walk 

(rain or shine) on October 18th starting at 9:30am. All are welcome to join 

me and my family in a socially distant walk.   

 

Not a walker, donate! 

 

Don't want to log on and create an account, but would still like to donate, I 

will do it for you! If you choose this option, I will donate in the name of the 

STA at the end of the month. I can accept cash, check, or Venmo.   

 

I know we are all extremely busy as we navigate this school year, but I also know that this cause is near and dear 

to many of us. I have been participating for over 20 years, and there is no way I was going to miss it this year! 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to email me, 

 

Jackie Lanpher 

First Vice President 

 

Executive Council Meeting Dates 
 

October 15, 4:00 PM, via Zoom 

November 19, 4:00 PM, via Zoom 

December 17, 4:00 PM, via Zoom 

January 21, 4:00 PM, via Zoom 

February 11, 4:00 PM, via Zoom 

March 18, 4:00 PM, location TBD 

April 15, 4:00 PM, location TBD 

May 20, 4:00 PM, location TBD 

 

Please email Amanda Van 

Huben if you would like the 

Zoom link to attend any 

meeting. 
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Welcome New Members! 

 

 

 

Brian Hugelmaier 

Physical Education, Munn 

Hometown: Spencerport 

College: SUNY Brockport (undergraduate);  

SUNY Cortland (Masters) 

I chose to teach because I had many teachers I looked 

up to and admired. Many teachers had a positive 

influence on me and I would like to return the favor 

to today's younger generation.   

Outside of school, I like to play golf and spend time 

with family.   

 

 

 

Kelly Cunningham 

 
Kindergarten & First Grade, Taylor 

Hometown: Syracuse 

College: SUNY Brockport 

 

I choose to become a teacher because I love the 

amazing things that little minds can do, and I am 

passionate about helping students find their love for 

learning! 

 

One fun thing about me is that I got engaged last 

month (9/26) to my fiancé Nick! 
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Tony Scaccia 
 

Business, High School 

Hometown: Webster, NY 

College: Saint John Fisher College (Undergrad) and                

SUNY Oswego (Master’s) 

I chose to become a teacher because I wanted a 

career where I feel like I can make a difference in 

young people’s lives.  

I enjoy engaging in a lifestyle that is surrounded by 

health and fitness. Everything from eating healthy, 

getting exercise, and having a clear and healthy mind 

are some things that are very important to me. I also 

really enjoy hanging out with friends and family. 

Relaxation time is very important to me. Something I 

am very good at is cooking. I am usually the one that 

ends up doing the cooking when I am with family or 

friends. My favorite movie is Avengers: Infinity War. 

 

 

 

 

Dante Giordano 

 
Physical Education, Canal View 

Hometown: Hilton 

College: St. John Fisher (undergraduate) and 

Canisius (Masters) 

 

I love sports and teaching them to students. 
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Callie Flanagan 
 

Physical Education, High School 

Hometown: Lancaster, NY 

College: SUNY Brockport 

 

I was inspired to become a teacher by my 7th  

grade PE teacher and gymnastics coach. Her  

energy and passion for teaching and coaching  

was unmatched. I looked up to her so much as  

a role model and knew I wanted to become a PE 

teacher myself. We still keep in contact 

to this day! 

 

I enjoy spending time with my family from Buffalo-  

especially my Grandfather, being active, being out  

in nature and winding down with a good movie! I 

also love all animals and enjoy playing and cuddling  

with my dog, Ginger, who is a Boxer mix. I adopted  

her during quarantine from the City of Buffalo 

Animal Shelter!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethany Wolff 
 

Special Education, Cosgrove 

Hometown: Brighton, NY 

College: Fordham University  

 

I became a teacher because I want to help students 

build their self-confidence.  

 

Outside of school, I enjoy walking and jogging along 

the canal.  
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Alanna Killian-Benigno 
 

English as a New Language,  

Cosgrove and High School 

Hometown: Syracuse/Buffalo 

College: SUNY Fredonia 

 

 

I chose to teach to provide a safe environment for 

ELL students to feel accepted and supported as they 

adjust to a new language and culture. 

 

Outside of school, I like to go backpacking, rock 

climbing, and take my cat and dog on hikes. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Emma Everett 
 

2nd and 3rd Grade, Bernabi 

Hometown: Spencerport 

College: Roberts Wesleyan College 

 

 

I chose to become a teacher because I believe 

education is one of the most powerful tools we have 

available to us. I'm passionate about empowering 

students!  

 

A few things I love are music, interior design, iced 

coffee, and animals! When I'm not working, I enjoy 

traveling and exploring new places with friends and 

family. 
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Wendy Corona 

School Nurse, Canal View 

Hometown: Gates 

College: St. John Fisher (CHED/SPED); 

RN degree: Genesee Community College 

and Chamberlain University 

 

I wanted to teach because I love helping 

others learn, and it is so fulfilling to see 

children flourish! Nursing is a 

culmination of helping AND teaching, so 

it is the best of both worlds! 

I love to cook/bake, spend time with my 

husband, kids and family, take walks, do 

crafty things and read when I have time. I 

also love to clean! My son Luca 

graduated Kindergarten this year, our 

daughter Olivia is 2.5 months old, and 

our dogs are Hank and Rosie. 
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Matt Confer 

 

Instrumental Music, Cosgrove 

Hometown: Webster 

College: Ithaca College 

I chose to teach because I love seeing that 

"aha" moment when a student learns something 

for the first time. I enjoy being a part of their 

journey and love seeing how they grow over 

the course of the year. It gives me great 

satisfaction to know that I helped them become 

good musicians and better people! 

I love performing in musicals! I have played 

trombone in pit orchestras both in the 

Rochester and Cortland areas. Two of my 

favorite shows that I performed in were The 

Addams Family and Singin' in the Rain. I also 

enjoy running, hiking, and cooking! 

 

 

 

 

Tania Williams  

Occupational Therapist, Taylor & Cosgrove 

Hometown: Irondequoit 

College: Keuka 

I teach people to be their most independent 

self. I chose to enter the Occupational Therapy 

field to help people to maintain their 

independence in a variety of settings. 

I love to camp with my family and friends, I 

am fluent in Ukrainian and am on many 

committees to assist with maintaining 

Ukrainian traditions. I love to do crafts of all 

sorts. I am always willing to lend a hand. 
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Laura Ward 
 

ELA, Cosgrove  

Hometown: Greece 

College: SUNY Geneseo & 

SUNY Brockport 

 

 

I chose teaching because I wanted 

to share my love of books and 

reading with kids. I keep teaching 

because of how much I love 

working with the kids (especially 

middle schoolers)! 

I like to spend time with my 

family (taking art classes; going 

to museums, thrift stores, and 

libraries; and exploring 

parks/spending time outdoors).  

 

 

 

 

Nicole Arbore 
 

Math, High School 

Hometown: Rochester NY 

College: SUNY Cortland (Bachelors);  

SUNY Brockport (Masters) 

 

I chose to teach to make a difference in at least one student’s 

educational experience. When I was in high school, not only 

did I make good connections with a few of my teachers, but I 

also could see the connections they made with other students 

who needed that little push to get them to where they are 

today. My hope is that I can inspire young individuals and help 

them reach their goals during and after high school.   

  

I love spending time with my family, friends and two dogs, 

Sadie and Bradie. Before Covid-19, I was a dance teacher at 

my old dance studio, teaching tap to all ages. You can find me 

every Sunday watching the Pittsburgh Steelers! This will be 

my third year working with the Spencerport High school 

mathematics department, and I couldn’t be more thrilled to 

officially be a part of the group.  
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Member Celebrations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Cockey’s son Brennan was recently engaged to 

his girlfriend, Grace Bower.  

They both live in Chicago, and a summer 2021 

wedding is in the works.  

Brennan is a Spencerport graduate.  

Marie teaches vocal and general music at Cosgrove. 
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The Johnson family—Jackie, Matt, Isaac and Eli—

purchased a new home in Spencerport this summer. 

They moved into the district in mid-August. The 

boys are loving Canal View school! Jackie is an 

Occupational Therapist, primarily at Munn. 

 

 
 

 

Sandy McGreevy just became a grandmother for the first time! Her daughter, Marybeth McGreevy, gave 

birth to a beautiful daughter, Jane Amelia McGinley, on Friday September 4th. Marybeth is a 2009 graduate 

of Spencerport. Sandy teaches math at the high school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jody and Jerbrel Bowens were married on  

August 1, 2020.  

Jerbrel is a teacher at School of the Arts in Rochester, 

and Jody teaches ENL at the high school. 

 

 



14 
 

 

 

Jamielynn Cerretto welcomed a baby boy, Bentley Baglio, on September 12th.  

Jamielynn teaches Health at Cosgrove. 

 

   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

This summer, Missy Woodruff finished the  

Canal Corridor 100-mile race in Ohio  

with a time of 26:42:15.  

Missy is a Speech Therapist at Munn. 
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Amy Crumb became a grandma on July 1, 2020! 

Declan Johnny Adkins is a  

happy, healthy 3-month-old!  

Mom Kaylynn Crumb Adkins is a 2007 graduate of 

Spencerport High School.  

Amy is an Instructional Technology Teacher and 

Enrichment Specialist at Taylor. 

  

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Rebekah Maher became engaged this summer!  

Her fiancée is Caleb Lang.  

Becca teaches Spanish at Cosgrove! 
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Alicia Barut welcomed a baby 

boy, Ashton Reign,  

on September 23rd.  

He was 6 lbs, 13 oz,  

and 18 inches long.  

Alicia teaches at Munn. 

 
 

 

Alexis and EJ Wiedemer welcomed their first child, Ethan, on August 22, 2020.  

Ethan was born at 1:08 pm, weighing 7 lbs 6 oz and was 19 inches long.  

Mom and baby are doing well! Alexis teaches at Munn. 
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News from NYSUT 

 

 

NYSUT Regional will be hosting a 

certification webinar on November 

5th. Check your home emails for 

information about how to register.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Visit NYSUT’s Member Action 

Center on the NYSUT website to 

advocate for public education. 
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