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A MESSAGE FROM THE POTSCRA

  VACCINATION 
       OR NOT

When I was getting 
ready to start school 
my parents were told 
I had to be vaccinated. 
I didn't have a choice. 
I still have the mark. Why? Because it 
would stop the spread of smallpox. 

Most scientists today feel that the 
COVID vaccines will deter and save the 
lives of many who contract the disease. 
Soon all children will be eligible. My 
hope is that all will take advantage of 
these potentially lifesaving vaccines. 
We may never be able to rid the earth 
of COVID-19 as variants continue to 
rear their ugly heads. But it's important 
to make it difficult for the virus to 
become a part of the general school 
population and be a danger to those 
around us. I'm an old school person. 
Should it be a choice? I don't think so!

Doug

A picture of the little critter causing
all the ruckus. 

How you can help.
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2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS SAY THANK YOU

Dear Spencerport Retirees’ Association

Thank you so much for choosing me as the 
recipient for the 2021 scholarship for the 
Spencerport Central Retirees’ Association. It 
is an honor to receive this award, and it will 
truly help me to reach my goal of becoming a 
physician. 

Appreciatively,
Skylar Mogab

SKYLAR MOGAB
Spencerport Retirees’ Association

Thank you for choosing me to be a recipient of 
the scholarship from your organiztion. It is 
greatly appreciated. I know it will be extremely 
helpful in paying for college. I am attending 
Duquesne University in the fall to major in 
accounting, so the scholarship will be put to 
immense use. Whether it is paying for books, 
or paying for some of my tuition, the $2000 
you graciously selected me to receive will play 
an essential role in me pursuing my goals in 
the next chapter of my life. I was informed that 
the award represents your association seeing 
a strong vote of confidence in my future as 
well as recognizing my academic 
achievements and civic activities. So, I would 
like to thank you for noticing my hard work. My 
family and I are very grateful for your 
contribution. Thank you again.  

Sincerely
Audrionna Rotoli

AUDRIONNA ROTOLI
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ALEXANDRA ELYSE HERTZLIN

Doug and Carol Lennon are the proud 
grandparents of Alexandra Elyse Hertzlin.
Alexandra was born April 26, 2021, weighing 
6.25 lbs and 20” long. She is the daughter of 
Adam and Dr. Elizabeth Hertzlin of Greece, 
NY. Carol said “It’s wonderful having her so 
close so we can see her almost every day!”

ROBIN LESSINGER AND OWEN
Owen Robert Lessinger, grandson of Dave 
and Judy Ball, entered our world on August 13, 
2021. He lives in Las Vegas, NV with his 
parents Robin and Brad Lessinger and brother 
Grayson. Owen weighed 7 lbs 7 oz. 
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“Take Me Out To The Ballgame”
by Bill Wolf

SCRA had yet another great outing at Frontier 
Field as twenty-two people attended a game 
between the Red Wings and the Syracuse 
Mets. Attending were SCRA members and 
their families and friends, as well as some 
Brockport retirees. It was a good turnout in a 
highly unusual COVID year. SCRA has been 
attending Red Wing games every year since 
2012. Last year was the only year we were 
unable to attend due to COVID when the 
season was canceled

August 4th was an afternoon game starting at 
1:00 pm. The weather was great. It was in the 
low eighties with plenty of sunshine. We were 
in Section 203 along the first baseline and 
under the roof.   

Unfortunately, the Wings lost 6-3.  They 
started well with a home run in the first inning 
with Venezuelan newcomer Keibert Ruiz and 
they were leading 2-1 after two innings. 
However, by the seventh they were down 5-2. 
The Wings had a chance in the eighth but only 
managed one run. Syracuse scored after that 
and the Wings never recovered.

Despite the loss we all had a good time. As 
usual it was good to see old and new friends. 
It was good to see Paul and Betty-Lou (a 
Brockport retiree) Mroz, Linda Hill (with her 
nephew Jordan), Diana Hanley, Donna Austin, 
Sue and Jack Goetz, Fred and Frank Cardella, 
and first-timers Doug and Carol Lennon (with 
their daughter and three month old 
granddaughter). 

There’s nothing like a great day at the ballpark 
with old colleagues, friends, and family! Join 
us next year!

Doug Lennon and his family

MEDICAL ALERT

Please be advised that Melva Ann 
Owens is scheduled for surgery on 
Monday, August 30. For those wishing to 
send her a card or a note, her address is:

      22 Clearview Drive
      Spencerport, NY  14559
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JUNE G. STOHR

June Stohr, widow of Fred Stohr, passed 
away on June 30, 2021. Fred was a retired 
Middle School Science teacher and member 
of SCRA.  June was 91. 

A Funeral Mass was held on July 24, at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, Oxford Street, 
Rochester. Donations in June’s name may be 
made to the School of the Holy Childhood, 
100 Groton Parkway, Rochester, 14623, or the 
Palliative Care Unit at the University of 
Rochester Medical Center 
(https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/strong-
memorial/about-us/giving.aspx).

Bobbie Carol Corzine passed away on July 4, 
2021. She was a retired Junior High Social 
Studies teacher living in Indian Trail, NC. She 
and her husband, John moved there to be 
close to their son, Craig and his family. 

Please refer to the July 7, 2021 email that 
SCRA received from John describing her 
courageous battle with cancer. There will be 
no service and her ashes will be spread over 
a duck pond in their neighborhood, aptly 
named “Bobbie’s Lane Pond.” 

At the family’s request, donations may be 
made to The New York Museum of 
Transportation, P.O. Box 136, 6393 East River 
Road, West Henrietta, NY  14586.

A Memorial Service 
for Dick DuBois was 
held on August 20th, 
2021 at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
followed by a Celebr-
ation of Dick’s Life at 
Joey B’s Restaurant 

In lieu of flowers, 
please consider 
donations in Dick’s 
memory to Spencerport Rotary Club, P.O. Box 
274, Spencerport, NY. 14559 or The Rotary 
Foundation 
(https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/take-
action/give[rotary.org]).

Dick always loved to toast – raise your glass 
and toast him with a Rob Roy, your drink of 
choice, or a hamburg – no hardroll -with extra 
crispy fries from Schallers.”
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MORE SYMPATHY

Tom Linhart, retired High School Social 
Studies teacher passed away on August 15, 
2021. Funeral arrangements will be made for 
sometime this fall. 

Walt Teike, retired PE teacher, Athletic 
Director and Wrestling Coach, passed away 
on August 13, 2021. He was 88. SCRA has no 
information about funeral arrangements. BRYAN S. CALZARETTA

Bryan Calzaretta, son of Midge and Joe 
Calzaretta, was the victim of a hit-and-run on 
August 16, 2021, in Rochester. He was 54. 

In addition to parents Midge and Joe of 
Homosassa, Fl, Bryan is survived by son, 
Jordan, step-son, Jesse DeBryun, step-
daughter Jodie Alvarado, along with grand-
children and step-grandchildren. 

A Memorial Service will take place at a later date. 
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New Your State Comptroller Thomas P. 
DiNapoli is warning retirees not to be fooled if 
they received text messages or other 
communications that purport to come from the 
state's retirement fund and the Office of the 
State Comptroller, asking for a payment to 
“upgrade” the retirement fund. It's a scam. 
Report the message to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's internet Crime Complaint 
Center at www.ic3.gov of by calling the Albany 
FBI Field Office at 518-465-7551 or 1-800-
CALLFBI.

“I want to be very clear to our system's retirees 
and members-these are phony messages 
from scammers trying to steal your money,” 
DiNapoli said. “The fund has not, and does 
not, send out any electronic messages asking 
for payment for upgrades. Don't be fooled. 
Protect yourself by not responding and by 
reporting these messages to law 
enforcement if you get one.”

The sham messages attempt to trick 
recipients into making a payment for “an 
upgrade” in exchange for reduced taxes 
additional money added to their funds and 
other benefits. 

The following article was in the NYSUT 
Retiree Council 43 (Florida), Summer 2021, 
newsletter. It was felt that the information is 
important enough to pass on to you. 

Text or Other Messages Asking for 
Money for Bogus “Upgrade” of 
Retirement Plan Are Fraudulent

SCRA PICNIC

Don’t forget to join us on September 
21, for SCRA’s Annual Picnic at 
Pineway Ponds Park in Spencerport.. 
We had hoped to return to our regular 
regimen of hots, burgers, salads, etc., 
but, the pandemic just won’t go away. 
So, we’re going to continue with our 
“Bring Your Own Sandwich” menu. 
Please include a beverage (no booze) 
and a chair if the weather is nice. We 
do have the shelter reserved if it’s 
needed. 

Also, please be advised that we are 
charging everyone $5.00 to cover 
the cost of the shelter. Rental for the 
day is $200 and our Treasury 
covered the last two picnics. We 
know you would understand. 

Look for Doug’s message with final 
details and be sure to let us know 
you’re coming so we know how many to 
expect.
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JOLENE DIBRANGO, NYSUT 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

The following is from Jolene’s Bog. “Still 
Learning” Tuesday, July 13, 2021

“Post pandemic, we must put 
our well-being first “

Like you, the pandemic has taught me many 
lessons. The primary one -- it's time to stop 
being so hard on myself and instead start 
focusing on my overall health and wellness. 

Prior to the pandemic, like many women, I 
spent the better part of my adult life worrying 
about my body image.  

Is society to blame? A little.  
Am I to blame? You bet. 

I worried about the lack of curves in some 

places on my body - and too many curves in 
others. I stressed about dimples on my thighs 
and veins on my legs. I would fret about my 
tummy not being flat enough, but my chest being too 
flat. I was anxious about maintaining society's 
version of an “ideal weight.” 

Was I focused on overall health and 
wellness? No. 

Mind you. Never was I unhealthy. I was just 
programmed to compare myself to others. To 
judge myself. I focused too much on 
appearances and cultural expectations. I 
equated overextending myself with proving my 
worth. Placing my own health and wellness 
last. 

Unfortunately, placing yourself last is quite 
common for women. According to a CDC 
study shared by The 19th News: 

     • “Breast and cervical cancer screening 
tests declined by 87% and 84%, respectively, 
in April 2020 compared with the previous five-
year averages.  
     • Breast cancer screenings were down 
84% for Latinas, and 98% for Native American 
women.  
     • Cervical cancer screenings dropped 82% 
for Black women, and 92% for Asian American 
and Pacific Islander women. 
     • Last August, The 19th reported that 
women's wellness visits - where 
mammograms often happen - had fallen by 
as much as 86% during initial COVID-19 
lockdowns.” 

Many women were unable to obtain their 
screenings due to a lack of access or 
because they were too busy taking care of 
other family members, lacked childcare or 
elder care assistance. I am one of the lucky 

continued p. 9
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continued from p. 8

ones and was able to keep my annual 
medical appointments.  

In May 2021, I was scheduled for a routine 
mammogram and ultrasound. I went feeling 
the best I had in years because the pandemic 
had afforded me the time to focus on my well-
being, and I was slowly changing my mindset 
about myself. So, this new-found outlook 
made the subsequent call to come back for a 
needle biopsy an even greater shock. I could 
not believe what I was hearing. In that 
moment, all the worries I had held onto for 
decades about my figure and my appearance 
came rushing back to me. I had wasted a 
chunk of my adult life wishing my body were 
different and now all I cared about was staying 
healthy. I wanted my body to be exactly as it 
was. What a gift that realization was! 

A second call came, and I was told the 
irregularity would require a surgical biopsy. 
The good news is the lump turned out to be 
benign.  

I write this very personal blog to say this to 
you, my fellow NYSUT women: 

     • Get screened yearly.  
     • Do not miss routine appointments. 
     • Stop judging yourself and your body. 
     • Focus on physical and mental well-being 
and reclaiming balance in your life. 

Summer is the perfect time for educators to 
schedule appointments and prioritize physical 
and mental health and well-being. 

Learn from my mistakes and embrace your 
body now, do not wait for a scare to snap you 
into it. Take charge of your health.  

Remember, you survived a pandemic, and 
you are strong! However, if you still need a 
nudge to prioritize yourself, look no further 
than your fellow NYSUT women who are here 
to remind you. 

In sisterhood, solidarity, and strength,

Jolene

The following was reprinted from the August 
13, 2021, issue of “Friday Alert” an on-line 
publication of the Alliance For Retired 
Americans:

Retirees Applaud President 
Biden's Forceful Call for Action to 
Lower Prescription Drug Prices

On Thursday President Biden made remarks 
from the East Room of the White House to 
urge  Congress to pass legislation that would 
allow Medicare to negotiate drug prices, a 
policy the Alliance has been advocating for 
since its launch in 2001.
 
The President is also calling for a cap on out 
of pocket spending for Medicare beneficiaries, 
and spoke of his own mother's difficulty 
paying for her prescriptions as she aged.

“Americans pay the highest prices in the world 
for prescription drugs and older Americans 
bear the brunt of it. Our recent poll of voters 
age 65 and above found that 87% of seniors - 
Republicans, Democrats and Independents - 
overwhelmingly support allowing Medicare to 
negotiate lower prices,” said Richard Fiesta, 
Executive Director of the Alliance.

continued on p. 10



Aug. 30, 2021 p. 10

stamp

Spencerport Central Retireesʼ Association
Doug Unell, President
19 Jackie Drive
Rochester, NY   14612

Label

FIRST CLASS

continued from p. 9

“We know the pharmaceutical corporations 
will do everything they can to prevent Medicare 
from negotiating lower prices, as they have in 
the past,” Fiesta added. “Having President 
Biden so personally involved in this fight is a 
significant and welcome development.”

Medicare drug price negotiation was included 
in the $3.5 trillion budget resolution passed by 
the Senate this week. The framework also 
includes adding dental, hearing and vision 
benefits to Medicare, as well as funding to 
expand home health care and services for 
seniors and people with disabilities. In 

addition, it increases wages and benefits for 
caregiving workers. The next step is for 
Congressional committees to work out the 
details and then move the full legislation for a 
vote this fall. 

“The budget resolution not only includes 
Medicare drug price negotiation and 
expanded Medicare benefits, it means that 
more older Americans and people with 
disabilities can receive care safely at home, 
rather than in an institution,” said Joseph 
Peters, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Alliance. “It would also help the caregiving 
workforce who provide these critical services 
every day.”


