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was not an easy journey. We currently benefit
from the many sacrifices others before us
fought for. There are three main things that
unions initially fought for: 1. Better wages
2. Reasonable working hours and 3. Safe
working conditions. Our fellow teachers had
many struggles to get to where we are today.
We are fortunate to have had people like Al
Shanker and Thomas Hobart. Thanks to both
of these forward--thinking teachers.
Al Shanker was born in NYC. He was an
activist and fought hard for the people. He
became President of the UFT and also the AFT.
In 1971, Shanker and Hobart entered into
negotiations to merge their two unions. In
March 1972, NYSUT was born. (Do you realize
that 2022 marks the 50th Anniversary of
NYSUT? -- ed)

KATHY DELORME
Hello Everyone,
I am writing today to introduce myself. My
name is Kathy DeLorme and I taught at
Spencerport High School for 36 years. I
served on the STA as Vice President and PAC
negotiator. I have been serving as Vice
President of SCRA and I am currently the
acting President. It is going to be hard to fill
Doug’s shoes but I will do my best for you. He
will be genuinely missed.
I am a true believer in our union. It’s important
to remember how our union came to be. It

These Unionists worked hard to give teachers
the power to negotiate more favorable working
conditions and other benefits through collective
bargaining. Currently, there are many changes
taking place in NYSUT. Through our strength
and working together we are able to achieve
many of our goals. Remember in our NYSUT
family, we are over 600,000 members strong.
Continued p. 2
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Looking back on my journey, I reflected on
how I got to where I am today. I believe many
of us took the path of teaching because we
looked at it as a “calling”. We loved to learn
and wanted to pass this passion on to others.
For our students who struggled, we tried to
break the concepts down into tiny pieces and
put the puzzle back together again. What a

rewarding career, I’m so glad I chose it.
As I close now with a quote from Ghandi : “In a
gentle way, you can shake the world.” ... I
believe we all have tried to infuse this idea
into the minds of our students.
In Solidarity,
Kathy

HEY SCRA MEMBERS
LET’S GET TOGETHER.
DON’T YOU AGREE THAT
IT’S TIME FOR A PARTY?
HERE ARE THE PARTICULARS:
DATE = TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2022
TIME = WE BEGIN AT 11:00 AM, EAT WHEN OUR STOMACHS
GROWL AND GO HOME WHENEVER
WHERE = PINEWAY PONDS PARK, SPENCERPORT,
BOETCHER LODGE
HOW MUCH = $5.00 TO RENT THE FACILITIES
WHAT TO BRING = YOUR OWN LUNCH
A BEVERAGE
LAWN CHAIR
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OFFICIAL ELECTION NOTICE

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR SCRA DUES?

This is to officially announce that
SCRA will be having Elections of
Officers in May. Anyone wishing to
serve as a officer or if you would like
to nominate someone for an office,
please contact either Donna Austin
<donnaaustin63@gmail.com>
or Joyce Knutowicz
<jmknutowicz@rochester.rr.com>

Our Treasurer reports that our treasury is
getting low and it’s attributed to many
individuals forgetting to pay their dues. Even
though dues are voluntary, the organiztion
does need money to survive. One reason why
we feel the balance is low is because we
haven’t had many get togethers. No lunches
and only three picnics, so people forget to
send in their check.

Please do so no later than May 1,
and please be sure that the person
you are nominating is really
interested in the position. In other
words, no surprises please.
If more that one person is
nominated for a position, then there
will be a runoff election. If only one
person is nominated, then the
Secretary will be asked to cast one
ballot for that individual.

We have a picnic scheduled for May 17, and
we are hoping that many of our members will
attend and bring their checkbooks.
Remember that this is a “bring your own
sandwich” event. It means bring your lunch,
beverage (no booze), a lawn chair, $5.00 for
the shelter and your checkbook, if you haven’t
yet paid. Treasurer, Diana Hanley will meet
you at the door to collect your $5 and anything
else you care to give her.
If you can’t attend the picnic, Diana’s address
is: 9 Judd Lane, Hilton, NY 14468.

Officer positions to be filled are:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
New officers will begin terms of
office July 1.

REMINDER
SCHOOL BUDGET
VOTE AND SCHOOL
BOARD ELECTIONS,
TUESDAY, MAY 17
CHECK YOUR LOCAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR
TIME AND LOCATION
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I’LL BE MOVING SOON
Pat Harrington brings you greetings from Los
Angeles, Californing: I moved to Californina
after I retired 16 years ago to be near my
daughter, Kate. Being out here brings me the
joy of being in the lives of my precious
grandaughters, Samantha, age 9, and
Josephine,age 8.

Wednesday, May 18, 2022
NYSUT Retiree Councils 5 is having a
picnic/luncheon at Buckman Lodge in
the Brighton Town Park on Westfall Rd.
Only $20.00 for a delicious Chicken
Barbecue.

Thursday, September 22, 2022
NYSUT is, once again, having its
Annual Conference for Retirees in RC 5
& 6. The new location is the Double
Tree Inn in Henrietta. Only $26.00 for
an all-day event with Continental
Breakfast and Lunch.
Speakers and presenters include: Ron
Gross, NYSUT Second Vice President,
Barry Kaufman, President of New York
State Alliance for Retired Americans,
Jack Kowiak, Mary Jo Lanphear,
Brighton Historian, and more.
Also included will be Musical
Entertainment provided by New
Horizon’s Saxophone Ensemble
directed by Wesley Taylor.

It is a real eyeopener to get familiar with the
Los Angeles Unified School District. Parents
work very hard to see that their children attend
the appropiate school. My girls attend a
magnet charter school which took a lot of
effort on their parents part as they had to apply
and then depend on a lottery system. Kate is
the president of the parents organization
which holds several fundraisers a year so that
the students can have special services that
the LAUSD does not provide, such as physical
education. music, drama etc. My daughter
drives them 50 minutes to and from school in
Belair.
I will be moving to an assisted living on April
25, and would welcome hearing from any of
you. My address will be Patricia
Harrington, Belmont Village Burbank, 455 E.
Angeleno Ave. #425, Burbank, CA 91501

I’VE MOVED, TOO
Marilyn Vasbinder has a new address and
would welcome cards and letters from
friends. Please send your notes to:
Marilyn Vasbinder
Rochester Friendly Home
3156 East Avenue, Room 118
Rochester, NY 14618
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Russ Grasso thanks SCRA members
for their condolences

SAMUEL GRASSO

STEVEN KIRK REBER
Steven Reber, son of Barb and SCRA
member, Mel Reber, passed away
unexpectedly, on March 6, 2022. He was 61.
He is survived by his wife, Sue, sons, Carson,
Ben, and Alex and daughter, Lydia, plus three
sisters and numerous nieces, nephews, great
nieces and great nephews.
He had a degree in Electronics and worked at
various companies in the Rochester area,
including the University of Rochester Laser Lab.
After he retired he decided to drive school bus
and loved talking to the students he transported
every day.
Calling hours were on March 19, at Fowler
Funeral Home in Brockport, 340 West Ave.
Brockport, NY 14420. A Memmorial Service will
be held at 2:30 on Sunday, May 29, at
Lighthouse Christian Camp (LCC) 9574
Somerset Drive, Barker, NY 14012.
To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in
Stevenʼs memory, please visit the Tribute Store
in Fowler Funeral Home.

First reported in the January 20, edition of
NewsSCRAps, Russ wanted to add that his
father was Spencerport Ranger in spirit! He
grew up just over the Erie Canal boundary of
Rochester and Gates, at 1800 Lyell Avenue.
While he attended Jefferson High School, he
had friends, across the Lyell Avenue canal
bridge who attended Spencerport. (There was
no Gates Chili School District back then!).
When I was finally hired full time by
Spencerport, he was so proud and happy! He
always told people that I was a teacher in the
best school district in the area. He was right
on the mark!
My family and I thank the Spencerport Retirees
who sent an overwhelming number of
sympathy cards, and Mass offerings to us. It
was a such a generous gesture on behalf of
so many of you! It was such a comfort to
receive condolences of so many of the people
that I had worked with, as both a substitute
and full time Spencerport teacher, over the
course of 37 years! I am proud to be a part of
this amazing group of retired teachers, and
thank all of you for your remembrances for my
father.
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WE ARE ALL PROUD OF THE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR
CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN:

EMILY STEWART

JONATHAN RAPLEE
Churchville-Chili High School is proud to have
one of our students receive the Rochester
Police Department’s Do the Right Thing
Award. Sophomore Jonathan Raplee was
home alone with his grandmother last
October when a fire started. He stayed calm
and got her safely out of danger. Their home
was destroyed, but Johathan’s brave action
kept his family together. Jonathan was
honored in a virtual ceremony on March 10.
The Do the Right Thing program recognizes
the outstanding youth in our community who
become role models for their peers by “doing
the right thing.” Congratulations to Jonathan!
Jonathan is the grandson of SCRA member
Diana Raplee.

Emily Stewart, class of 1997, was awarded
her second master’s degree in math
education from Mt. Holyoke College this
August. She has now taken a new position as
Math Specialist at the National Presbyterian
School in Washington DC. Emily previously
taught elementary school for several years.
Emily is the daughter of Bob and Judi
Stewart.

From Debbie Williams Fitzmorris:
At the season opener for the SUNY Canton
Women's Lacrosse team my granddaughter,
Michaela, scored a goal It was her first official
game on Attack as previously she has always
played Defense.
Deb adds: My recovery from surgery is going
well and I am getting lots of rest Hope to see
everyone soon Happy Spring
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CAN ANYONE TOP
THIS?????
Tom Ganley, retired
Middle School Science
teacher, loves to run and
tries to hit the pavement
almost every day. As of
March 28, 2022, he has
logged over 103,262 miles.
To put that number in another perspective, he
has run 14.2 times around the Earth. WOW!
Included in all those miles, is his participation
in about 40 marathons. (Lake Ontario,
Niagara Falls, New York City, DC, a couple of
Canadian, and Boston, to name a few) Did
you know that he had finished the Boston
Marathon of 2013, just before the bombs went
off?
In addition, instead of donating blood, Tom
donates platelets. So far, he has donated 165
times.

ABRAHAM CAMERON
Ada Taylor is happy to share the good news
that her hard-working and creative grandson,
Abraham Cameron, reached his goal of
becoming a certified welder (fewer than 10%
are African American in USA), on September
10, 2021.
He graduated with a certificate of completion
for structural plate and pipe welding, from the
Georgia Trade School in Acworth, GA
and started his new job on Nov. 1, 2021.
Abraham gained 8 certifications in 4 welding
processes, through 12 weeks of school; he
now holds the position of Welder
Fabricator/and Laser Operator. He is the 2nd
child of daughter Keisha and her husband,
Warren Cameron.

SCRA LEADERSHIP
Kathy DeLorme, President and Liaison
to Retiree Council 5
Vacant, Vice President
Donna Austin, Secretary
Diana Hanley, Treasurer
Bill Wolf, Benefits Comm. Chair
Donna Wolf, Scholarship Comm. Rep
Joyce Knutowicz - Sunshine
Coordinator
Peter Randazzo, Editor
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MY SECOND LIFE

principals and school board members
attended the Opening Awards Ceremony
(along with Spencerport snowbirds Sue &
Jack Goetz). The Superintendent of Schools
(only one for the entire county), the Curriculum
Coordinator for the Arts and the President of
the School Board handed out over 25-student
awards. In addition, 12-years ago Diane
started the St. Johns County Middle School Art
Show, held in April, and there are 4-Summer
Art Camps.
This year, Diane was honored with an award
for initiating and supporting both of the these
wonderful student exhibits
Diane is currently the President of the Board
of Directors and has been since 2008. She
says that “who knew that in my retirement I
would run a non-profit community art center.
The organizational and planning skills I
learned through all of those years of teaching
have really served me well.”

DIANE BRADLEY
Diane Bradley and husband Bill Mayer, moved
to St. Augustine, FL 22 years ago. Diane
joined the St. Augustine Art Association and
found they had absolutely no programs for
kids. She began teaching after school art
classes and 17 years ago started the St.
Johns County High School Art Show, now held
each March.
At that time there were only two High Schools
in the whole county and the exhibit only had
24-entries (school districts in Florida are
county-wide not individual municipalities).
Today, there are 8-high school campuses and
they're building a 9th one. The current 2022 All
County High School Exhibit has 174 entries.
Over 200 students, parents, teachers,

The St. Augustine Art Association will
celebrate its 100th Anniversary in 2024. If you
ever visit St. Augustine, FL, please visit our
beautiful facility in the heart of the Historic
District at 22 Marine St. If you can't visit in
person you can view all of our exhibits online
at www.staaa.org.
Diane Bradley, President
St. Augustine Art Association
22 Marine St.
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Office: (904) 824-2310
Cell: 904-315-1643
dbradleyart@comcast.net
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HOW THE FEBRUARY BREAK
CAME TO BE AND WHY IT’S
LASTED SO LONG
The winter of 1977 proved to be one of the
coldest and snowiest on record. As a result,
the district instituted some policies to address
the resulting energy crisis. One policy was to
close the district during the third week of
February. They picked that week because in
the few years earlier there had been school
closings during that time. For many years after
that it became a standard part of the school
calendar and everyone looked forward to
Winter Break. And, it wasn't just Spencerport,
all districts in the county elected to do the
same Winter Break.
Then things began to get a bit warmer and
February wasn't as cold and snowy as it had
been. So, the district, along with every other

district in the county, decided to eliminate the
February Break, now referred to as the Winter
Break, and schedule classes. Fortunately, that
break had worked its way into the calendar
and had become part of the Teachers'
Contracts, meaning it now had to be
negotiated and the teacher unions were not
going to give it up. It even came before the
Monroe County Federation of Teachers
(MCFT) who decided that the unions should
hold firm and not lose the Break.
Pittsford was one such district that resisted.
The reason being that a lot of residents of that
community were skiers and many liked to
travel to Vermont when they got the chance.
They said that was the only week during the
entire year when you can get a parking spot in
the Wegman's parking lot because most
people were in Vermont. Winter Break is still
part of the school calendar in most districts.
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THE CAROLINA JAZZ XPERIENCE

Kirk Randazzo, son of Donna and Peter Randazzo, along with some friends, has
started a community jazz band called the Carolina Jazz Xperience. They are
shown above at one of their rehearsals. Their first public performance is
scheduled for April 24, 2022. Kirk is on the far right playing his BariSax. He lives
in Columbia, SC with his wife, Carol and daughter, Anna.
Spencerport Central Retireesʼ Association
Kathy DeLorme, President
60 Hideway Lane
Brockport, NY 14420
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