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A MESSAGE FROM THE POTSCRA

DOUG UNELL

TIME FOR A CHANGE

I’ve been your chief exec for about 5 
years  and have enjoyed it 
immensely. Unfortunately I have 
developed a few little health issues 
that are taking my time. It’s 
becoming difficult to schedule 
meetings without interfering with a 
doctor’s appointment. For that 
reason when my term is completed 
in June I will retire my position. That 
means we need a new president.

We really need several new people 
to become familiar with the working 
of this auspicious group.

We have been meeting as zoom 
groups so we don’t have to travel. 
Pajamas required.

We will be meeting in October and 
refreshing the process for 
replenishing our leadership will be 
a main topic. So it’s time to consider 
an active role in your retirement 
group. I hope you’re all enjoying our 
fall.

Doug
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR TREASURER, DIANA 
HANLEY

Hello, Fellow Retirees
 
I have been asked to write 
something from the Treasurer for the 
newsletter. I'm not sure what to write 
but here it is.  Remember I'm a 
former math teacher.
 
Our fiscal year goes from July 1 to 
June 30. But If you give me $ at the 
end of June, then it gets entered as 
being received in the new fiscal 
year.  
 
Dues are voluntary, but we 
recommend $15.  Any contribution 
to the Scholarship Fund is up to 
you. We have given many scholar-
ships to our students (yes we may 
not know the students anymore, but 
they will remember and give back to 
the community). This year, 2021, we 
awarded 2 scholarships of  $2000 
each; in the year 2020, we awarded 2 
scholarships of $1600.  The amount 
we award depends on what was 
contributed that year.

Which retiree groups does this 
include?   All retirees, including 
teachers, bus drivers, clerical 
workers, custodians, staff, and 
administrative personal are in our 
SCRA database. Essentially, anyone 
who worked in the Spencerport 
School District is included if they 
choose.

What are your dues used for?   The 
money from the dues supports 
printing and sending the newsletter 
to all the retirees via email or USPS 
mail.  The dues are used to reserve 
the pavilions for picnics and to 
cover the deposit required by the 
locations we select to hold the 
Spring and Holliday parties.  Any 
difference between what we charge 
retirees for the Spring and the 
Winter parties and the actual cost 
charged by the catering facility is 
covered by the annual dues 
collected. Lastly, the dues are used 
to purchase and mail get well or 
sympathy cards to our members and 
their family as needed. 

Please send me your dues check, 
payable to SCRA, and be sure to 
indicate on the memo line how much 
for dues and how much for 
scholarship. 

In your service, 
Diana Hanley
9 Judd Lane
Hilton, NY  14468
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Trudy DeMarte submitted the following picture and description to NewsSCRAps. Please note 
that two of the band members are Trudy’s grandsons.

Guilty Pleasure (GP)

Hailing from Hilton, NY the young Rock and Roll band Guilty Pleasure’s members share a 
passion for music and range in age from 12-15 years old. Make no mistake despite their age 
these kids deliver a powerful high energy performance that brings their audiences to their feet 
and keeps them there for the entire setlist! The band covers a wide range of genre including, 
Blondie/Hall & Oats/Nirvana/Grateful Dead/ The Rolling Stones and more… 

Each of the GP band members currently has private lessons and band lessons through Camp 
Roc Star, Managed by Elvio Fernandez from Daughtry…No stranger to the Music scene. 

Band Members from left to right:
Nicholas Vezelis – Lead Guitar,  Sierra Bianchi – Lead Vocals, Jake DeMarte – Drums
Jazz Bianchi – Saxophone, and Zack DeMarte – Bass Guitar

This Year they kicked off their first live gig at the Rochester Lilac Festival and have played a 
dozen Venues since. The band will finish the fall with gigs at Iron Smoke Distillery, Lincoln Hill 
farms, Lovin’ Cup, and other private events. 
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FRANCES OOSTERLING

Fran Oosterling, widow of  William 
Oosterling, passed away on June 6, 2021. 
She was 81. Bill was a retired Instrumental 
Music teacher and a member of SCRA. He 
passed away in 2009. She had been living at 
the Orchard Manor Nursing Home in Medina. 
Fran worked as a florist for many years at 
Bloom’s Flower Shop in Albion. 

She is survived by sons Derrick and Scott 
(Tina), plus three grandchildren. 

A Celebration of Life Service was held on 
June 14, at the Barre Center Presbyterian 
Church, 4706 Oak Orchard Rd. Albion, NY 
14411. Memorials may be made to the 
church.

James Freville, husband of Bonnie Freville, 
passed away on August 27, 2021. He was 71. 
Bonnie was a retired  Administrative Assistant 
and a member of SCRA.  In addition to his 
wife, Bonnie, he is survived by children Jim 
(Tammy) and Michelle (Stan) Chizuk, four 
grandchildren, along with four siblings and 
many nieces and nephews. 

A Memorial Mass was held on September 1, 
at St. John The Evangelist Church in 
Spencerport. Contributions may be made in 
his name to the American Lung Association, 
1595 Elmwood Ave. , Rochester, NY  14620.
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Continued

JANICE E HICKS

Jan Hicks, retired Administrative Assistant, 
passed away September 4, 2021. She was 
living in Honeoye Falls. Jan worked in a variety 
of secretarial positions within the district. 

She is survived by her children David 
(Jeanette), Lisa (Timothy) Decker and Carol 
Hicks. She is also survived by six grand-
children, eleven great-grandchildren, and two 
great-great-grandchildren, plus several 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 

A funeral Service was held on September 11 
at Spencerport United Methodist Church. 
Donations may be sent to the Humane 
Society at Lollypop Farm, 99 Victor Rd., 
Fairport, NY 14450

CARL B ROMEO

Carl Romeo, husband of Diana Romeo, 
passed away on September 10, 2021. Diana 
is a retired elementary school teacher and a 
member of SCRA. Carl was 79 and he and 
Diana had been married 52 years. 

In addition to Diana, he is survived by their 
children Nori and James, plus numerous 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law and many 
nieces and nephews. 

He served in the US Marine Corps and was 
employed in the International Trade and 
Transportation industry as a Regional 
Manager. After retiring he was a substitute 
teacher in Spencerport. 

Carl’s final instructions to his family include: 
“Always love each other and care for each 
other, that is the most important thing. And 
don’t forget the old Latin Proverb -- illigimi non 
carborundum -- don’t let the bastards grind 
you down!”
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The following is an article submitted to the 
STA for inclusion in their newsletter. This 
time they had asked specifically for an 
example of when the union was instru-
mental in unifiying everyone on an issue of 
negotiations. Those retirees who were 
employed in the district prior to 1988 will 
remember this situation and most likely 
participated.

The Union’s Involvement In Fending 
Off Self-Funded Health Insurance

By Peter Randazzo

It seems as though we were never able to 
have peaceful negotiations. We have excellent 
health insurance and the district was always 
trying to make a dent in it. As a result, contract 
negotiations were always filled with hostility. 
The negotiations of 1988 were no exception. 
That was the time the district wanted to save 
money by switching to a self-funded health 
insurance plan. 

For those not familiar with self-funded, it 
means that the district would administer it 
directly instead of paying an insurer like Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield to manage it. One would 
submit a medical claim directly to the district 
and the district would evaluate it and decide 
whether or not to pay for the medical service. 

Someone once had the idea that if you add up 
all the premiums paid for all the plans in a 
given year, it would cost more than was paid 
out in claims. It also meant that a company 
like BC/BS wouldn’t be making a profit. 

Was there any truth to a Self-funded plan 
being cheaper? It is true that employees of a 
school district are, on average, healthier than 
the average citizen. They brush their teeth 
daily, take baths/ showers regularly, get all 
their vaccinations and see that little health 
irregularities are addressed before they 

become out of control. The average citizen out 
there is not as health conscious. But what 
happens if there is a major medical issue 
with one of the district’s employees? All you 
need is one major brain surgery or one heart 
transplant and the self-funded plan goes 
bankrupt. BC/BS believes that if you have a 
large population paying premiums, then the 
cost of one major situation would be better 
absorbed by that large population.

Well, the STA was too afraid to “experiment” 
with something as precious as our health 
insurance and fought this proposal tooth and 
nail. There was no settlement by June and 
negotiations spilled into the fall. We tried 
everything we could think of to resist the 
district’s demand that we give up our Blue 
Cross/ Blue Shield. We called for lots of 
informational picketing, not only with our own 
teachers after school, but we invited teachers 
from other districts to join our picketing. There 
was one evening where Dr. Adam Urbanski, 
President of the Rochester Teachers 
Association, brought a contingent of 
Rochester teachers with him and joined us on 
the picket line. We also were able to get 
community support for our cause. One such 
citizen drafted a petition and had 400 
Spencerport citizens sign it. The message of 
that petition was “Don’t mess with our 
teachers’ health insurance.”

After weeks of unsuccessful negotiating, we 
called for another march on the Board and 
invited everyone to join us. Almost every 
Spencerport teacher and most of our support 
staff came out. Teachers from all of the 
surrounding school districts came and there 
were enough citizens to pack the hallway in 
District Office. That’s when the person who 
wrote the petition entered the Board room and 

Continued on p. 7
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Continued from p. 6

slammed the petition on the table saying: “If 
there were Board elections tomorrow, none of 
you would be sitting in those seats the 
following day.”  Well, that scared the Board 
enough so that the next morning the 
Superintendent called the STA and said, 
come on over right now and let’s get this 
contract over with. 

The settlement included the establishment of 
the Rochester Area School Health Plan 
(RASHP) administered by Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield. It was composed of 13 school districts 
in this area comprising a total population of 
over 5000 school employees. Being 
administered by the Blues was a major win 
for the STA and the district also won in that it 
was essentially a “self-funded plan” with a 
large enough population that could absorb the 
costs of major health claims. The plan was so 
successful that the reports say that premium 
rates dropped by almost 25%.

This is a prime example of a win/win situation 
where both parties came out on top. However, 
it wouldn’t have happened without the full 
support of everyone in the STA’s bargaining 
unit. More than that, if the STA had folded and 
allowed self-funded into the district, all the 
other bargaining units would have been 
forced to follow suit. So, it really involved the 
full support of all the unions in the district. 

NYSUT CALENDARS ARE ON
THEIR WAY

(Some have already received theirs.)

SCRA just received word from 
Member Benefits that the annual 
calendars will be mailed by the end 
of September and should be 
received by early October. Due to 
bulk mailing, it may take a bit longer 
to arrive. Membership cards will be 
included in the mailing with the 
calendars. 
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PICTURES OF SCRA MEMBERS ENJOYING A PICNIC ON SEPTEMBER 21, 2021 
AT PINEWAY PONDS PARK IN SPENCERPORT.

(Pictures courtesy of SCRA’s official photographer, Diana Hanley) 

PICNIC PARTICIPANTS
How many can you identify?

Donna Austin
Dave Ball
Judy Ball
Mary Clarke
Steve Clarke
Milt Danko
Trudy DeMarte
Diana Hanley
Bonnie Harris

. Howie Harris
Irene Hewitt
Linda Hill
Pete Hinchey
Marsha Hinman
Joyce Knutowicz
Lynne Mullins
Linda Prince
Linda Quinn

. Donna Randazzo
Pete Randazzo 
Barb Reber
Mel Reber
Sandy Ritz
Diana Romeo
Donna Wolf
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