Member Newsletter
Volume VI, Issue 5
June 2022
Joe DiTucci, President
Jacquelyn Lanpher, 1st Vice President
Rob Allen, 2nd Vice President
Amanda Van Huben, Secretary
Cheri Hall, Treasurer

President’s Message
During the 2021-2022 school year, COVID continued to have an impact on our educational
system. The changing of schedules, how to address lunches, whether to mask or not mask,
vaccinations, testing, being out sick, caring for family members who became infected, covering
for colleagues who were out, and the Federal COVID relief funds were some of the issues that
presented themselves this year. As we entered October, we also started to realize that the
impact of COVID on students was real and would require a multi-year sustained focus from the
district to address the needs of our students.
At the June 7th Board of Education Meeting, the Board recognized members who are retiring
or have retired during the 2021-2022 school year. This is an incredibly talented group of
professionals who will be missed. We wish them all the best as they enter into the next phase
of their lives.
On June 10, Ms. Swann shared the district’s plan for engaging in a strategic planning process.
The first step is for the district to gather thoughts from stakeholders through a process called a
thought exchange. You can contribute to the exchange through this link:
https://tejoin.com/scroll/987971631.
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You will be able to leave insights, see what other people are saying, and rank the topics. This
exchange is open until July 15, and I encourage all of you to share your expertise as the district
continues to plan for the future.
This summer, if you have some time and are looking to take a few courses, check out the
offerings from NYSUT through the following link https://elt.nysut.org/learningcenters/rochester.
Next school year, we are looking to get back to a full slate of outreach programs. I am asking
that you to keep October 16 open on your calendar for the Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer Walk. Traditionally, this has been a great event for the STA with participation from
across the district. We’re looking to get back to Pre-COVID levels of participation and hope you
can join us. More details to follow.
It certainly has been an interesting year as we continued to navigate the logistics of COVID. I
don’t believe anyone’s crystal ball could have predicted all the has transpired. I hope that as
we enter summer and the pace hopefully slows down a bit, you are able to reflect on the
positive impact you have had on students and peers. Please take some time to reflect on the
growth students made in your class, the successes on the playing field or on the stage, the
medical assessments or reassuring word you provided as students entered the health office,
the interventions/supports you gave children. The pats on the back, the positive words of
encouragement, the time you took to have that conversation that young people need to hear
to help them make better choices or any of the other millions of worthwhile interactions that
help our students grow are all part of the process of helping them to become productive
members of society. Being a small part of that process is certainly one of the great rewards of
working in public education. We get a chance to make a difference.
I want to wish everyone a great summer and look forward to seeing everyone in the fall.
In Solidarity,
Joe
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PAC Report
By Rob Allen
2 Vice President
nd

The PAC team would like to thank all of you for your support throughout our contract
negotiations this past year. Your positive words and willingness to get involved through
wearing your STA shirts and pins, writing letters, advocating through social media, and
attending board meetings truly helped us secure a great contract. It was truly a team effort!
As we wrap up the school year and head into summer, here are just a few reminders:
1. Carefully check your salary statements to make sure your graduate credits are accurate.
If you just finished a course this spring, the board will approve your new credits in
August, so they may not be reflected in your statement yet.
2. If you have changed your personal email address, email me, Joe, Jackie, or Sue with your
updated address so that you can continue to receive important updates from the STA.
3. Stay tuned for emails from Jackie regarding future STA events. Due to this past year’s
COVID restrictions, we weren’t able to have as many social or charitable events as we
have in the past, but hopefully things will be more normal next year!
To our retirees, thank you so much for all of your hard work and dedication over the course of
your careers; we hope that your retirements are full of family, fun, and new adventures. For
those returning in the fall, we hope that you are able to decompress and recharge this
summer. This past school year was incredibly challenging for everyone. For many of us, it was
the hardest year since our very first years in education. However, we made it to the end,
showing up and giving our very best to our students, and for that, I’m proud. Thanks again for
your support, and we will see you in the fall!
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Local News
By Jacquelyn Lanpher
First Vice President

Congratulations to the 2022 winners of the
Spencerport Teachers Association Scholarships!

Clarice Casey

Kayla Ferrigno

Seth Edwards

Kennedy Pino

Each year, Spencerport teachers donate their own money and give
back to our students. This year we were able to award $4800 in
scholarships.
Congratulations!

Kayla

Seth & Clarice

Kennedy
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The Spencerport
Fireman's Carnival is back,
and that means free books!
Members of the STA were
able to greet families as
they enjoyed the carnival,
hand out some free books,
and wish families well as
we look forward to
summer recess! Happy
reading, everyone!

Volunteers: MaryJean McQuilkin, Lauren Kessler, Cheri Hall, Judy Breach (Cheri's
mother), Robert Allen, Joseph DiTucci, Jeanne Marron (Jacquelyn's mother), and
Jacquelyn Lanpher.
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On Monday, June 13th, the STA officers and the Retiree STA officers joined forces to
celebrate our very own retirees!
Congratulations to Beth Bellinger, Gretchen Breon, Marie Cockey,
Laura Costa, Scott DeSimone, Julie Fish, Jackie Hibbard,
Luanne Hughes, Sue Konko, Brenda Kurz, Carol Muehlbauer,
Shelly Remillard, Scott Schwind, Sue Stein, and Mira Wojdak
on your retirements this year!
Thank you to those that were able to join us! It was a great time!
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Beth Bellinger
Cosgrove
Psychologist
When did you join the district? In what role?
Where did you ultimately end up?
I started in Spencerport 25 years ago at Munn
Elementary School. I worked there for 6 years
until the 6th grade was moved to Cosgrove. I
spent a half year working at both Munn and
Cosgrove and then moved to working full time at
Cosgrove where I have been for the past 19
years.
Can you please share a “favorite” from your
career? A favorite part of my job is when I am
able to figure out why a student is struggling and
get them the help they need.
What will you miss most? My colleagues.
What are you looking forward to in
retirement?
Spending more time with my husband traveling,
riding our electric bikes and riding on our
motorcycle… Spending more time with my
granddaughter. Being able to work on my
garden/yard earlier in the spring and later in the
fall.
What advice do you have for new educators?
Never lose your sense of humor.
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Gretchen Breon
Cosgrove
6th Grade English
When did you join the district? In what role? Where did you
ultimately end up? I was hired in August of 1997 as the 5/6
humanities teacher in the Triad Gifted and Talented Program at
Taylor Elementary teaching English and Social Studies. It became
apparent in my second year that DO was looking to end this
program. A very strong and feisty group of parents held them off for
several years, but to no one’s surprise, the program was eventually
phased out. I ended up moving to Cosgrove with the 6th grade team
as the final group of Triad kids moved through. Eventually I became
a part of the English department teaching English to 6th grade.
Can you please share a “favorite” from your career? For many
years I was able to involve my students in a play called, “It’s All
Greek to Me” a series of vignettes to explain many of the Greek
myths. After auditioning for the many parts in this play, students
interviewed to be in charge of make-up, costumes, programs,
music, set design, and planning the student and parent
performances. There was even a student director. These shows
were entirely student focused and owned. I merely provided time and opportunity for it to happen. Though I
was terrified to carry on this tradition my first year in the position at Taylor, I grew to love making it happen.
Even after moving to Cosgrove, I attempted to continue with the plays, but logistically it became impossible. I
regret not being able to continue this throughout my career.
What will you miss most? I know I will miss having a place to
come every day. I always made my classroom a homey place that
seemed warm and inviting. I will miss my coworkers who helped me
survive the last couple of Covid years. I will definitely miss my 6th
graders and their stories. They seek you out to tell you the important
events in their lives. I loved being able to simply listen to them as I
got to know them better.
What are you looking forward to in retirement? I look forward to
having time for hobbies. I love to read. Thanks to Lisa Zona and her
staff art club, I have discovered an interest in painting which I hope
to have time to get better at. I have a new grandchild that I will be
visiting as often as is possible. There are a couple of agencies I
would like to begin volunteering with.
What advice do you have for new educators? My advice for new teachers is to be prepared to stop and
listen to the stories students want to tell you. Smile at them and let them see you are truly interested in them as
people. Laugh with them and tell them your stories from home. When you do that, you model oral storytelling,
and they will realize how many stories they have to share and write about. Writing about their own stories is so
much more powerful than any writing prompt you can come up with. Be a reader. Tell your students about the
books you read and become acquainted with the current books for their age group. There may be no one else
book talking with them. Finally, listen to your heart about what is right to do in your own classroom. Seek out
your STA reps and let them help you. Learn to pace yourself because this can be a very hard job. I’m very
proud to be able to say-- I have been a teacher for 27 years. It’s a big deal.
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Marie Cockey
Cosgrove
Music

When did you join the district? In what role? Where did you ultimately end up?
I started teaching in Spencerport in 1989, when the
high school was the middle school and the middle
school was the high school. At that time Cosgrove
was grades 7 - 9. In 1993, Cosgrove moved to this
building and was a 7-8 building until the 6th grade
was added in 2003.
I have always taught 7th and 8th grade general music
and chorus. From 1989 to 1992, I also taught 9th
grade Music in Our Lives classes. One year, a while
ago, I taught 6th grade general music. Another year, I
taught 7th grade band lessons.
I have directed the show choir for the last 8 years. I
was teacher leader for the music and art departments
from 2014 to 2018.
Can you please share a “favorite” from your
career?
My favorite part of my job is working with the singers in chorus and show choir! There is nothing like
it! Seeing how they improve and their satisfaction and excitement after a successful concert! It's
amazing!
One of my favorite memories in taking my 8th grade chorus to Darien Lake Music Festival in 2018.
They came in 2nd place, but only by 1/10 of a point! They almost tied for 1st place! They missed tying
for 1st place by .1! They performed amazingly well!
What will you miss most?
I will miss making music with the singers in chorus and show choir and I will miss my colleagues!
What are you looking forward to in retirement?
I am looking forward to not getting up to an alarm clock every day! I am looking forward to traveling
with my husband. We have plans to travel around Europe using France as our home base. I am
looking forward to becoming a grandmother…my daughter is due with twins in the fall!
What advice do you have for new educators?
The 1st year is the hardest! Talk to your colleagues! They can help! Focus on the good stuff that
happens and let the rest slide. Get to know your students, make those connections.
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Scott DeSimone
Cosgrove
Physical Education
When did you join the district? In what role? Where did you ultimately end up?
I was hired to teach PE at the high school in
1992. I moved to Cosgrove in 1993 and have
been there ever since. I’ve coached modified
Football in Spencerport since it’s inception – 29
years total. I also coached modified wrestling for
29 years, girls soccer for two years and JV track
for 5 years.

Can you please share a “favorite” from your
career?
I love teaching students and seeing personal
growth physically, mentally and emotionally. I love
coaching. I had the opportunity to work with some
amazing student athletes, coaches and
administrators.
What will you miss most?
I will miss the rapport I was able to build with
students. These relationships are the most
rewarding aspect of teaching.
What are you looking forward to in retirement?
I am looking forward to spending a lot of time outdoors hiking, hunting, biking and traveling with my
wife and kids. Sleeping in and not feeling tired all the time will also be nice.

What advice do you have for new educators?
Even though education is constantly changing and evolving, if you focus on students and your
relationships with them, you will always find teaching to be rewarding and gratifying.
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Julie Fish
Cosgrove
Math
When did you join the district? In what role? Where did you ultimately end up?
I started my career in 1989 as a long term substitute at what was then the Junior High School (7 - 9). I
moved to the current middle school when it became a 7-8 building and have continued to work here
as a math teacher/Rti provider/teacher leader in grades 7 -8 until now.
Can you please share a “favorite” from your career?
All of my favorite memories involve students who suddenly or gradually change their opinion of math.
They gain confidence, they mature developmentally and start to truly understand what they are doing!
They often say, "I never really liked math until this year."
What will you miss most?
I will most definitely miss all the people I have worked with. We have been through a great deal both
personally and professionally and I could not have done any of it without them. (They know who they
are!)
What are you looking forward to in retirement?
I am looking forward to not having a plan for a bit. As a teacher and a parent - almost all of my time is
planned out. I hope to wake up and decide what I am going to do that day on the fly!
What advice do you have for new educators?
Pace yourself. It's a marathon. Don't look for perfection at first (or ever). Learn from those that came
before you AND those that will come after you!
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Jackie Hibbard
Bernabi
Math Intervention
When did you join the district? In what role? Where did you ultimately end up?
I was fortunate to begin my career as a student teacher at Bernabi and was hired as a 15:1 special
education second/third grade teacher the following year. The 15:1 class (and me) were moved to
Taylor the next year. It was a tough move, but a great experience, with wonderful people. Our class
was moved back to Bernabi the following year and I’ve been there ever since. After 6 years as a
special educator, I decided to make the move to general education. After spending 22 years teaching
third grade, I then decided to move to Math Intervention. Teaching third grade math (especially
multiplication) was always one of my greatest joys, and I wanted to share the joy with students that
struggle with math. I have spent the last seven years in that position.
Can you please share a “favorite” from your career?
There are so many wonderful memories and moments!
Third grade science was also one of my favorites! When
we taught Electrical Circuits, it was typically a student
struggled with the normal academics that was the first to
light his/her lightbulb. The smile on his/her face when
classmates clamored to him/her to see how it had been
done. In our life cycles science unit, watching the
amazement in the eyes of third graders as they watch a
caterpillar change into a chrysalis and then see a
butterfly emerge from a chrysalis. The excitement and
passion for learning—that is what teaching is all about!
What will you miss most?
I will definitely miss the “Ah-ha Moment”—that moment
when a student truly understands the concept that
you’ve been trying to teach. You can see it in their eyes
and their smile; you can “hear” their excitement without
a word. There is no better feeling!
What are you looking forward to in retirement?
After these past years with Covid, I am looking forward to a family reunion, traveling and spending
time with my six grandchildren.
What advice do you have for new educators?
The best thing that I have learned is to lean on your colleagues. They become family. Ask for help
and be there to help them. Lean on them: work together, play together, laugh together, cry together.
Be sure to share your ideas, your failures and your successes with them.
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Susan Marie Stein
Cosgrove
Math 7
When did you join the district? In what role? Where did you ultimately end up?
I started in 1991 at Terry Taylor School, which was then
called Townline School. I was hired for the 5th and 6th
grade Triad Program to teach Math and Science. I then
took some time off in March of 1999 when my son, Eric,
joined my family. The following September, I taught 1/2
day kindergarten at Taylor School. It gave me more time
to spend with my son. I then moved to Cosgrove when
6th graders moved, and then I eventually moved up to
7/8 when Karen Conklin retired. It put me low on the
seniority for the math dept. so that also meant I traveled
to the HS for a couple of years as well. I have also
coached girls JV V-ball, modified softball and modified bball. I also had the joy of coaching Odyssey of the Mind
when my daughter was a participant and had a lot of fun
for about 4 years.
Can you please share a “favorite” from your career?
I don't really have a favorite or cannot really think of one, but I did enjoy having my students run the
bookstore and also buy stock in the bookstore and really see how taking ownership in the company
produced good results and was rewarding.
What will you miss most?
I will miss the actual planning- that is what I loved about teaching- finding new and creative ideas and
activities to teach math to my students. I will miss the kids and definitely my colleagues as well.
What are you looking forward to in retirement?
I am looking forward to being able to choose whatever I want to do in retirement and being able to
eat, use the bathroom or whatever else I need to do without having to wait! I also look forward to
spending more time with family and friends
What advice do you have for new educators?
My advice for new teachers is to give yourself grace everyday and to embrace the chaos and enjoy it!
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The STA also congratulates retirees

Laura Costa
LuAnne Hughes
Sue Konko
Brenda Kurz
Carol Muehlbauer
Shelly Remillard
Mira Wojdak
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Executive Council 2021-2022
Officers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

President
1st VP
2nd VP
PAC Chairs
Secretary
Treasurer

Joe DiTucci
Jacquelyn Lanpher
Rob Allen
Sue Chatterton and Rob Allen
Amanda Van Huben
Cheri Hall

PAC Representatives:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bernabi
Canal View
Munn
Taylor
Cosgrove
Wilson

Laurie Palmateer
Elissa Kingsbury
Stacy Lonardo
Danielle Blossom
Janeen Henry
Dan Pincelli

Building Representatives:

Bernabi:
• Ryan Ewanow
• Jennifer Ophardt

Canal View:
• Laura Gannon
• Sue Chatterton

Taylor:

Cosgrove:
Wilson:
• Janeen Henry
• Bridget Herrmann
• Gretchen Breon
• Dan Pincelli
• Frank Cafarella
• Steve Kelley
• Suellan Morton
• Becky DiNatale
• Natalie Kirisits

•
•

Danielle Blossom
Rob Pursel

Nurses:
• Kelly Cave
• Wendy Corona

Munn:
•
•

Colleen Lachance
Stacy Lonardo

TAs:
•

Cheryl Ebertz

Building Planning Team Representatives:

Bernabi:
• Laurie Palmateer

Canal View:
• Sue Chatterton

Munn:

Terry Taylor:
• Danielle Blossom

Cosgrove:
• Emmy Thevanesan

Wilson:

Social Media Coordinator:
•

Bridget Herrmann

Webmaster:
•

Bryan Swanson

•
•

Stacy Lonardo
Rebecca DiNatale

Newsletter Editor:
•

Emmy Thevanesan

Political Action:
•

Ryan Ewanow
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