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Message from the President
Dear Colleagues,
My plan was to hold STA building level meetings in May to perhaps
roll out a new contract, update everyone on the state of public
education, and to thank everyone for their trust and support over the
last 14 years. Unfortunately, the world had other ideas, so I bid
farewell to you today!
My mentor and predecessor, Leslie Stein, and Phil Langton, our
superintendent in 2003, had an idea. They envisioned a new
partnership between the Spencerport Teachers’ Association and the
Spencerport Central School District. Not a casual partnership, but a
real partnership based on trust and respect. They built a strategic
plan for the district together, made sure our contracts were
negotiated on time, and resolved conflicts by finding common
ground and being flexible. Gone were the days of regularly filed grievances and protracted contract negotiations
that had plagued the relationship for years. My overarching goal when you elected me president was not only to
continue this partnership, but to nurture it and make it even stronger. I am beyond pleased to say that I was able
to achieve this goal. While this partnership has served all of us well, it is our students that have benefitted from
this relationship the most! For that, I will be forever grateful!
The day I was elected, Leslie made a profound statement to me. She said, “John, your life will never be the same.”
I remember feeling excited and scared at the same time and I have to admit that I didn’t fully understand what
she meant. Over time, I came to understand not only the truth of her statement, but the impact this leadership role
would have on my life. I experienced the exhilaration of negotiating contracts that enhanced all of your lives and
the heavy burden of guiding an STA member through loss or great difficulty. This position brought me to the
halls of power in both Albany and Washington and into the board rooms of the Monroe County Federation of
Teachers, the Rochester Area Schools Health Plan, the American Cancer Society, and the New York State United
Teachers. It thrust me into controversies I could have never dreamed of. Fighting against unfair changes to the
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APPR, pushing back on inappropriate state tests for our students, speaking out against state funding cuts, and
supporting the implementation of the Urban-Suburban program in Spencerport are just a few. However, it was
the opportunities I had to help individual members with issues at work or ones they were having in their personal
life that really changed my life! Having been given the awesome responsibility to represent the best teachers in
the world and to support them in times of need was an honor and a blessing that was truly life changing!
I leave having complete confidence in Joe’s ability to lead the STA into the future and to build on and foster the
relationship between the STA and the district. He is a natural leader with all the tools needed for this leadership
role. He is tenacious and tough and at the same time, he is thoughtful and compassionate. I am most confident
that Joe will accomplish great things as the leader of the STA. However, please know that the strength and success
of the STA never was and never will be predicated on the talents or strengths of one person. It is the collective
strength that comes from our solidarity that makes the STA such a force. As you know, all of my emails ended
with a quote from Benjamin Franklin that captures the importance of our solidarity. “We must, indeed, all hang
together or, most assuredly, we shall all hang separately." This simple quote captures the need to always stick
together and it is as relevant today as it was when he said it. An STA that is unified is an unstoppable force that
will continue to protect all of your benefits and the teaching profession we all love!
In closing, I want to thank all of you from the bottom of my heart for all the support you have given to me over
the years. It has been both an honor and a privilege to represent you!
In solidarity.
John Kozlowski
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First Vice President’s Message
What a Long Strange Trip It’s Been.
Continuing in the vein of songs that keep playing in my head, the lyric from “Truckin” by the Grateful Dead of
“Lately it occurs to me, what a long strange trip it’s been,” has been forefront in my mind. The Covid pandemic,
economic crisis along with the civil unrest over the death of George Floyd brings me to times that I have never
experienced before. Each of these in their own right would be enough for a country to deal with. These along with
our normal issues can be overwhelming. But, there are reasons to be hopeful. Sports, from NASCAR to golf are
beginning to find ways to move forward. As a big NBA fan I am encouraged by the news that the league is going
to play some form of modified schedule to wrap up the 2019/2020 season. Our country, state and region are also
beginning to carefully open up. It’s nice to have the ability to get a haircut or have a meal outside at a restaurant
if we choose. I am also encouraged by many of the images of people peacefully protesting. In my life, I have not
seen the country as united as we are at this moment, looking for a change. People of all races and ethnic
backgrounds are committed to making some form of lasting impact on the issue of racial inequality. Again, for
that I am hopeful.
I also am hopeful that we will find a way to carefully return to school at some point. While we have all adjusted
how we do all of the things we do as an educational system, there is no substitute for the in-person educational
format that was the norm before March 16. As part of the task force that Dan mentioned last week, the STA will
be working with the district to make sure that when we open it will be with safety of students and members at the
forefront.
I must also say that I am excited to step in the role as the next president of the STA. I’ve asked John where his
playbook was for dealing with a pandemic and he said he didn’t have one. Imagine that.
In my years as an STA member, there have been incredible presidents from Pete Randazzo to Leslie Stein to John
Kozlowski. These are certainly big shoes to fill, and I enter the position with humility following in their footsteps.
Over the years our union has always shown our strength when we stick together and I know that I can count on
every one of you to continue with that support.
Finally, and most importantly, a message of Thank You to John. Over the past 13 years, he has been an incredible
leader for our union. He has stood up for what is right for our students and our members, he has negotiated fair
contracts, supported raising money for worthy causes and giving back to our district. All of this has been done
while building on the collaborative relationship that Leslie started while she was president. His overarching goal
has been to represent the members to the best of his abilities and he has done all of this with a level of integrity
and class. I am grateful for all of the conversations we have had over the years. I have learned so much from him
and consider him a great mentor. Unfortunately, we will not be able to give him the proper sendoff that he deserves
this spring, but please keep on the lookout for a rescheduled date for his retirement party. Please join me in
wishing John all the best in his retirement,
In solidarity,
Joe DiTucci

3

Second Vice President’s Message
This past year, our union has been involved in many different charitable and social events. We sponsored a team
in the Making Strides Breast Cancer Walk, led by Deb Casler, we hosted two holiday book giveaways, one at the
Christmas on the Canal event in town and one at the Crerand Circle Community Center, and we also cohosted a
happy hour with the district at McColley’s to raise money for the Spencerport Foundation. On the social side, we
had happy hours at the Spencerport Fireman's Exempt Hall throughout the year. Unfortunately, we were unable
to host a planned euchre tournament or give away books at the Fireman’s Carnival, but hopefully we will be able
to do both next year. Hundreds of teachers from our various schools participated in one or more of these great
events, and we hope that you choose to join us as we continue to support our students and their families in the
Spencerport community in the future
In solidarity,
Rob Allen

Incoming First Vice President’s Message
Hi everyone! It is with great pleasure that I introduce myself as the First Vice President of the Spencerport Teacher
Association! I am thrilled to fill the position.
Here is a little bit about me for those that may not know me (yet). I am currently finishing my 21st year of teaching
in Spencerport, and I am a Special Education/Math teacher at the High School. I teach in the 15:1 setting,
Consultant Teacher setting and in Resource Rooms throughout the years. I began my journey with the STA back
in 2000 as a building representative and became our Secretary in 2009. I have also served as a delegate to the
Representative Assembly and a member of the PAC team for years.
I am looking forward to getting to know all our members, so please don’t hesitate to reach out. Enjoy a welldeserved summer of rest after what I think we can all say was the craziest school year we have all experienced. I
have always said that teachers are the most resilient group of people on the planet. We have risen to the challenge
that online learning presents, and I know we will continue to do so in the future as well. Stay safe and healthy!
Jackie

Incoming Secretary’s Message
I am excited to announce my new position as Secretary of STA. Following Jackie’s lead feels nostalgic as I
started at Spencerport as her long-term sub almost 17 years ago. Prior to this new position, I have been a STA
building representative since 2015. I look forward to continuing our work as a strong union that always has the
best interests of our members in mind. I hope all of you reading this has a restful, healthy, and rejuvenating
summer!
Amanda Van Huben
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Happy Trails!
Dan Brust
Physical Education, Canal View
What year did you join the district? I started in 1989. I started
teaching adapted PE in all 5 buildings my first year. Overall, I
taught full time at all 4 elementary buildings.
Do you have a “favorite” to share? I have especially enjoyed my
long standing relationship with the Spencerport Soccer Program
and my time teaching at Canal View working for Mr. Milgate
when he was the principal.
What will you miss most? The laughter with my peers, but even
more so with the students I taught. My time with Scott Johnson
taught me the value of laughter.
What will you miss least? Four minutes between classes. The
lifeguard recertification test.
What advice do you have for teachers just beginning this journey? Effort makes a difference, and put what’s
best for the kids first when making decisions. My mentors, Roger Schurkamp and Marty Pavone, always upheld
those beliefs. I would also like to thank Carolyn Rogers, Karen Gafner, Mary Lane and John Dowd for being such
great partners to work with through the years.
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Jim Cook
Science, Cosgrove
What year did you join the district? I began my teaching career overseas at an international school right out of
college in the fall of 1986. On my return to the U.S. I subbed in the Rochester City School district before working
at Wheatland Chili for three years from 1991-1993. At Wheatland, I taught 7th, 8th and 10th grade Biology. My
first year in Spencerport was 1993-94. At Spencerport I have taught primarily 7th and 8th grade Science. Along
the way, I taught Accelerated 7th grade Science for a few years. I have been Cosgrove’s Science teacher leader
since 2001.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? This is
going back a number of years—back when it
was still acceptable to wear Halloween
costumes. With some help from Dawn Murphy
Bruton, I dressed up as the Jolly Green Giant
by attaching leaves from one of the trees in the
200 hall parking lot to cover my body. If
memory serves me right, Bob Callens also
dressed up as a scare-crow that year by gluing
corn flakes to his face!
What will you miss most? I will miss the
interaction with middle school kids. Middle
school is a specific fit for a teacher- it requires
a certain perspective and temperament. I am
thankful that I’ve been able to spend my career
in a vocation that has positively impacted students and that has been enjoyable to me in the process. I also want
to give a shout-out to my colleagues in the Cosgrove Science Department. I can’t think of a better group of people
to work with!
What will you miss least? I will definitely miss teaching through distance learning in a pandemic the least!
What advice do you have for teachers just beginning this journey? One of the things that has helped me
through the years is to try to be as objective as possible when assessing my actions if I am having an issue with a
student. Being the adult does not always make you right!
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Tom Etsler
Physical Education, High School

What year did you join the district? I started in Spencerport
in 1993 as a Physical Education Teacher and Girls Varsity
Soccer Coach. In 1995, I became the Boys Varsity Soccer
Coach. My first year I was in the High School, Bernabi,
Munn and had one class at Cosgrove. I had exactly one
minute of travel time from the East Gym at the High School
to the Cosgrove gym. Pat Stevenson started my class for me
every day. After that first year, I traveled between Munn and
the High School, for more than 4 years and have been in the
High School only since then. I also coached Mod B and Mod
A Boys Basketball, Varsity Golf and was Teacher Leader for
several years.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? I have many fond
memories but some of my favorites are when former studentathletes would come to soccer games and walk over to the
sideline before and after games. Many times they would stay
on the bench during the game. It was always great catching
up with them and hearing how much their time in the Boys
Soccer Program still meant to them. It is great seeing who and what they became in life. Two players from same
team, class of 98, are now Cardiologists.
What will you miss most? The thing I will miss the most is my colleagues and the kids. The kids change every
four years, but my colleagues were there for the long haul. I have many people in the high school I consider
friends, but I will really miss my fellow PE teachers the most. We always had a great time hanging out in the
office. We were together for many of life's big events, births, deaths, marriages, divorces, championship seasons
and tough losses.
What advice do you have for teachers just beginning this journey? If I was to give a new teacher advice it
would be to be a team player, enjoy the ride because it really does go so fast. Also to get out and make friends
from other departments, grades etc. There are some really neat people in every building. The last thing I would
say is to remember that what you are doing is probably not the most important thing in the school or in a student’s
life, so relax and have fun.
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John Kozlowski
Alternative Learning Center, Cosgrove

What year did you join the district? I started working in the district in 2000. I began my career teaching 6th
grade at Munn and continued teaching 6th grade at Cosgrove when all of the 6th-grade classes in the district were
moved there. I began teaching in the Alternative Learning Center at Cosgrove when it was established in 2011
and continued in that position through this year.
I got involved in the STA the year after I earned tenure. I have served as a building representative, PAC
representative, delegate to the NYSUT Representative Assembly, 1st Vice-President, and President. These roles
led me into other leadership positions and the opportunity to serve on important boards in the community. I was
the Vice-President and President of the Monroe County Federation of Teachers, served on the boards of the
Ronald McDonald House, the American Cancer Society, the Rochester Area School Health Plan, and the NYSUT
Board of Directors.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? I was afforded many
unique opportunities to make a positive impact on the
lives of countless students in the Alternative Learning
Center. I was also able to have a positive impact in the
lives of my colleagues as leader of the STA.
What will you miss most? My colleagues and students!
What will you miss least? Driving home from late night
Board of Education meetings in the middle of the winter!
What advice do you have for teachers just beginning
this journey? Get involved in your union as soon as you
earn tenure! The future of public education and the
incredible benefits we all enjoy depend on it! Our union
gives us the power that allows all of us to fight for our
students and our profession. Always stay unified!
Solidarity is the strength of our union! "We must, indeed,
all hang together or, most assuredly, we shall all hang
separately." Ben Franklin
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Deb Loughlin
Business, High School
What year did you join the district? After graduating from LeMoyne College in 1985, I began my career in a
1-year sub position as a business teacher at my alma mater, Hilton HS. I then spent my next two years at
Spencerport HS before getting caught on the wrong end of declining enrollment. I taught at Keshequa HS for one
year before being recalled by Spencerport, where I spent my last 31 years in the classroom. Along the way I taught
17 of the 20 courses offered by our business department, I coached soccer, basketball, and softball at the JV and
Varsity levels for 26 years. I was involved as a student and teacher mentor, School-to-Career Coordinator, class
advisor, taught a special program for at-risk freshmen, a member of the BPT, announced/kept the clock and score
for soccer and basketball, proctored numerous student and sporting events, and was advisor for the Business
Honor Society.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? My favorite
thing is to have had the opportunity to work at
Spencerport High School with some of the most
amazing, caring, unique, funny, and hardworking
people I know for the past 30+ years. I am proud
to have been a part of this school community and
athletics community. Too many great memories to
share in one paragraph.
What will you miss most? I will miss interacting
with the students, seeing their faces when they
have that “aha moment”, hearing their
accomplishments and escapades, both in and out
of the classroom.
What will you miss least? I will not miss having
to prep for 4-6 courses every year!! And
meetings!!
What advice do you have for new teachers?
Students appreciate the following: be who you are;
listen carefully to your students; be organized; be
passionate about your subject matter.
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Linda Vazzana
Physical Education, High School
What year did you join the district and in what role(s)? I joined Spencerport in 1993 after spending three years
as a long term substitute. I was so happy and excited, I went in the next day to create a bulletin board to welcome
my new students, it’s still there…
There have been many changes throughout the last 27 years. Change
was always challenging but kept things fresh and nudged me to grow
as a teacher. We, the PE department, continually offered new and
updated PE units/lessons over the years which kept things interesting
for our students. I remember how excited we were when the
rollerblades, snowboards and kayaks arrived! I was fortunate to have
worked for administrators that supported our growing curriculum.
I remember using bubble sheets for grading. We didn’t have
computers so email didn’t exist. We had to actually walk by the
overhead projectors and the mimeograph machine to get our mail.
We had card catalogs in the library and it was packed to rafters with
books. VHS tapes stood next to stacks of paper on our desks….okay,
I think you get the picture. Change happened at lightning speed.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? I have so many favorite
moments and they are all in the little things. My favorite times were the things that happened during a typical
day. Sure the big things were great; the assemblies and special events but the things I recall with a smile are the
small interactions I had with students or a class. “You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can
have an impact on a life.” -Zig Ziglar
What will you miss most? I will miss those little moments the most, the sound of the kids laughing or enjoying
a game. I engaged with the students often with humor and will miss joking with a sad looking student and turning
the frown into a smile. The kids, I will miss the kids the most. I already do.
What will you miss least? The paper work…filling out forms.
What advice do you have for teachers just beginning this journey? Enjoy your students and your teaching.
Don’t let stress change who you are with them and be real…..they can see through fake right away. Get to know
them by asking them questions about their day/weekend. Find out what they do (sports, the musical, video
games…..) and ask them personally about it. It will help you develop relationships with them.
I will miss Spencerport very much, but I plan to continue coaching so you should still see me around and I look
forward to being able to talk with all the staff face-to-face again. Who knew that the last time I would see everyone
was on March 13th. I didn’t plan on not being able to say goodbye to my students and my peers……but you
know what they say about God’s Plan.
I feel very fortunate to have spent my career in this supportive community and I can’t say it better than this quote
by A.A. Milne: “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” Go Rangers!
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John Viavattine
Instrumental Music, High School

What year did you join the district? I began my career
at Spencerport High School in 1998. My first assignment
was directing the Symphonic Band and the Jazz
Ensemble. Shortly after my arrival I developed a second
jazz ensemble as the student interest to play in a jazz band
was so high. I then took over as the director of the upper
level band (Concert Band). After about six years I was
responsible for the inception of the Wind Ensemble as a
new course offering at Spencerport High School. The
development of the Wind Ensemble gave the upper level
students an opportunity to experience and perform
classical wind band literature which is difficult and
usually performed at the college and professional levels.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? I have so many great
memories from years of concerts, music trips and
competitions as well as winning national contests and
awards. I would say my greatest memories are watching
my students become productive and successful human
beings in life. The success that our students achieve in life
can be attributed to the great work we all do at
Spencerport High School.
What will you miss most? I will truly miss my students
most of all. After all it’s why we teach. To share my knowledge and experience with my students on a daily
basis made it an honor for me to come to work every day. Watching my students grow as musicians and young
ladies and gentlemen was an added bonus for me. I will also miss my colleagues and administration who
supported me throughout my career.
What advice do you have for new teachers? My advice to new teachers is to always remember it’s all about
the students. You started teaching to share your knowledge with them so help them continue to learn and grow
as students as well as young adults.
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Laurie Wood
RTI/ELA, Bernabi (TA)

What year did you join the district? I started working in the Spencerport district in September of 2000 after
being an LTS. I began my career at Cosgrove working with Carol Lennon and providing intervention services for
English, Math, Science, and Social Studies both within the classrooms and in small pull-out groups. I continued
at Cosgrove for 12 years working with wonderful, considerate colleagues and students, slowly I transitioned to
being an ELA provider only. I was moved to Bernabi in 2012 and worked with an amazing reading (and writing)
team alongside an incredible, hard-working, compassionate community of colleagues.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? I would have to say I have two
“favorites.” Working at Cosgrove allowed me the ability to make a
positive difference in the lives of students who are on the cusp of
becoming young adults. It is a different mindset and I loved working with
the students as they came into their own. Allowing them the “freedom”
they needed to make decisions while supporting and guiding them as
needed.
Working at Bernabi allowed me the opportunity to help students as they
begin their academic journey (especially those that needed a little more
support or confidence). Knowing how excited to learn students are as they
begin in Kindergarten and having the ability to follow, support, and guide
them as they move up through 5th grade before sending them on to
Cosgrove.
It has been my privilege to work with students in two buildings in the
district. They have also made a difference in my life as I saw things
through different lenses and had the opportunity to interact with students
of diverse age levels and backgrounds.
What will you miss most? My colleagues, the students, and the easy
access to new learning!
What will you miss least? Cleaning the snow off my car to get to work!
What advice do you have for teachers just beginning this journey?
Yes, instruction is important, but more important is the connections you
make with your students. Be a good listener, be observant and model what you teach! Another side to teaching
is the support you receive from your colleagues both within your building, department, and through your union!
Support your union so it is there to support you when you need it!
I leave you with this thought: Every child deserves a champion—an adult who will never give up on them, who
understands the power of connection and insists that they become the best that they can possibly be. - Rita Pierson
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Deb Yeara
Special Education, Cosgrove
What year did you join the district? I joined Spencerport in 1982. I was filling in for a maternity leave. Luckily
she decided not to come back, and the job was mine! I started out when Cosgrove was in the high school building.
The special education department was very small because the district was just taking back its programs from
BOCES 2. I taught self- contained classes for several years. When we departmentalized, I started to teach 15:1
Social Studies only, which I have been doing ever since, as well as being a consultant teacher. When I look back
at all the years I have been teaching, I can’t believe how fast it has gone! And, I can’t believe how large our
special education department is today.
Do you have a "favorite" to share? It is always wonderful
when you find out that you had a good influence on a
student’s life. One student came back and said I had really
helped prepare her for high school. Another girl, a senior,
came in while I was teaching and told the kids that I was the
reason she was doing well in high school. The students you
really connect with and these kinds of moments help tell you
that you have made a difference.
What will you miss most? I knew in 10th grade that I wanted
to be a teacher and I will miss teaching and working with
students! Even when teaching some very challenging selfcontained students, I have always loved the kids. I have
always been at Cosgrove and we truly are a family here. I will
so miss many of the wonderful people I work with.
What will you miss least? I will not miss the paper work,
especially writing IEPs, and the endless new technology!
What advice do you have for teachers just beginning this journey? Another large and important part of my
career has been with the STA. I was secretary for several years, and then became treasurer for many years. As a
new teacher, please become involved with your union in some way. It is one of the most important things you can
do. Also, cultivate relationships with others. You need each other in this field. You need to ask questions. There
is so much to learn!
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Newly elected First Vice
President Jackie Lanpher
visited all of the STA
retirees in June to deliver
their gifts from the STA!
Retirees chose between a
gold umbrella or cooler, both
with the Spencerport
Teachers Association logo.
Congratulations, retirees!
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Celebrations

Jackie and Mark Neusatz welcomed a baby girl,
Elizabeth Mary, into the world on June 2nd at 9:21
AM. She joins her big sister Sophia. Jackie teaches
8th grade Reading at Cosgrove.
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Deb Rogala’s family is settled and safe in Okinawa, Japan. Her son Kevin has 3.5 years remaining to
reach 20 years of active duty in the USAF. Pictured left to right: MSgt Kevin Rogala, Franco, Vanessa
& Leonardo. The background is the East China Sea. Deb teaches Art at Canal View.

Judy and Doug Taylor just became grandparents for the first time! Their daughter, Vanessa, and her
husband, Pat, welcomed a baby girl, Lucy, on May 26th. She weighed 6lbs 5 oz and was 19 inches. They
reside in Washington, DC. Judy is a Teaching Assistant at Terry Taylor.
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Andy and Jeanne Pacitto welcomed a grandson, Jamison Wilder Pacitto, on May 8th.
Andy is a Math teacher at the High School and Jeanne is a counselor at Munn.

Sue Konko welcomed a grandson earlier this year! Her son, Jeff Konko, a 2007 Spencerport graduate,
and his wife, Amanda, had a baby boy, Theodore Selleck, on February 13th.
Sue is a Teaching Assistant in the Math Center at Canal View.
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High School Art Teacher Stephanie Prevosti continues to spread joy in her
neighborhood with her driveway art!
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STA Leadership, 2019-2020
Officers
John Kozlowski, President*
Joe DiTucci, 1st Vice President*
Rob Allen, 2nd Vice President*
Joe DiTucci, PAC Chair*
Jacquelyn Lanpher, Secretary*
Cheri Hall, Treasurer*
Nurses’ Representative*
Kelly Cave

Bernabi Building Reps*
Bri Eason*
Jennifer Ott*

Canal View Building Reps*
Sue Chatterton*
Laura Gannon*

Cosgrove Building Reps*
Janeen Henry
Suellan Morton
Pam Robinson
Teresa Trujillo

Wilson Building Reps*
Kristin Cocchiara
Bridgette Hermann
Becky DiNatale
Steve Kelley
Amanda Van Huben

Teaching Assistant President*
Laurie Wood
Munn Building Reps
Matt Fink
Scott Schwind
Taylor Building Reps*
Danielle Blossom
Kenneth Rhodes

NYSUT At-Large Delegate*
Laurie Palmateer

Social Media Coordinator^
Gretchen Breon

LAP Coordinator^
Rob Allen

Webmaster^
Bryan Swanson

Political Action Coordinator^

Newsletter Editor^
Emmy Thevanesan

PAC Representatives
Laurie Palmeteer, Bernabi
Sue Chatterton, Canal View
Stacy Lonardo, Munn
Danielle Blossom, Taylor
Rob Allen, Cosgrove
Jacquelyn Lanpher, Wilson

BPT Representatives
Laurie Scutella, Bernabi
Sue Chatterton, Canal View
Stacy Lonardo, Munn
Danielle Blossom, Taylor
Emmy Thevanesan, Cosgrove
Kristin Cocchiara, Wilson

*Denotes this position has a vote on Executive Council
^Denotes position is an Executive Council appointment
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